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s I write this the leaves have begun to

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
MARLIN HORST

A change colour and we are thinking of

closing up after another fun filled

summer. Forachange, this summer was hotand
sunny the majority of the time. I for one feel I
did not spend enough time at the cottage.

The association had a very active summer.
The BLA held its traditional “Welcome Back”
get together on the May long weekend. Once
again Birch Cliff Lodge generously provided the
space and the event was very well attended. Light
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snacks and beer and wine were available.
Donations were good. They can always be better.
Remember, we are here for the lake and you, as
we are all stewards of the lake.

In early June, the BLA hosted the Hastings
Highlands Interlake Group. This group is made
up of the various lake associations in the
Municipality of Hastings Highlands. The group
gets together once a year (and has various
discussions throughout the year) to discuss
common issues, and in particular to coordinate
the interaction with the municipal government.
The hope is that if the various lake associations
work together with the municipality, we can
accomplish much more than if we work
independently. I think we can see that this is
starting to have a positive effect on the
relationship with the municipality. In the past
the issues confronting the lakes were, while not
ignored, not necessarily top of mind for the
municipality. I believe that now such issues are
recognized and the Municipality is much more
open to input from the lake associations. This
group and the BLA will continue to work with
the municipality to protect our lakes for future
generations.

In addition to the Hastings Highlands
Interlake Group there is also an annual meeting
held in mid September of that group along with
lake associations in Madawaska and
surrounding areas. The purpose of this larger
group is similar to the Hasting Highlands
Interlake Group but concentrates more on how
the various lake associations can help each other.
By attending these meetings and participating in
the discussions, the BLA is able to learn from
other associations in the area and perhaps pass
on some of our knowledge as well.

We held our AGM in early August. A small
but engaged crowd attended on what was a

...continued page 2




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ...continued from page 1

beautiful August morning. Carol Maclennan,

but the beer and wine lasted until the end. The
corn was excellent. This event is a great time to

Treasurer of the BLA,
presented the financial
statements of the BLA
to the meeting. We
continue to be in a
strong position
financially. Terry Rees,
the Executive Director
of the Federation of
Ontario Cottagers
Associations (FOCA),
of which the BLA is a
member, gave a brief
talk on what FOCA
does and how it can
benefit the BLA and
the individual
members of the BLA.

catch up with other
people on the lake.
Thank you to Camp
Ponacka for providing
the venue (and so much
more). Thank you also
to all those who made
donations which
helped greatly to offset
the costs.

In addition to
social activities, the
BLA continues to work
towards implementing
the Lake Plan. David
Hawkes has been
tireless in organizing
this as Lake Plan

FOCA 1is a great
resource for the BLA.

Many of the issues which arise in the BLA
have been dealt with by other lake associations
and FOCA has a large archive of research on
various issues. We will make more use of the
resources FOCA has to offer going forward.
Councillors Nancy Matheson and Greg Roberts
also attended the meeting (unfortunately Mayor
Bloom had to cancel at the last minute) and
briefly spoke about what the municipality has
been doing and the plans for the future. The
most immediate issue which is dear to all of our
hearts (taxation), relates to the increased costs to
the municipality for the OPP. The costs are set to
skyrocket and the municipality will have no
choice but to increase taxes to cover policing
costs. I am pleased to report that all of the
directors agreed to stand for another year and
were unanimously elected to serve for this year.
Thank you to David Milne and the staff at Birch
Cliff Lodge for allowing us to use their facilities,
itis much appreciated.

On a beautiful Labour Day weekend, the
BLA held its Closing Event at Camp Ponacka.
The turnout was great. We held our usual corn
roast, grilled hot dogs and beer, wine and soft
drink options. We managed to run out of the food

Implementation
Coordinator. The Lake Plan is aliving document

and we must continue to build on,and
...Continued page 14
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DARK SUNRISE:
MOVIE MAKING COMES TO BAPTISTE LAKE

By Margot Currie

hen Hilary Phillips and her

husband Greg Gibbons purchased

Sunrise Cottages in 2003, Hilary's
first thought was what a great place to film a
slasher film. After recently moving to Toronto
from Peterborough, a dinner at a local east end
neighbourhood pub set the wheels in motion to
create such a film. Hilary points out that the
name of the pub is Murphy's Law.

Both Hilary and Greg have had long careers
in the film industry; for a number of years they
worked in Los Angeles. They moved back north
for family and lifestyle reasons. Greg is quite
active in the Indie film business in Toronto, and
has an extensive background in the field of
animation.

I sat down with Hilary one day this summer,
and she explained to me the process of what it
takes to create a concept, and then turn it into a
screenplay, and then make it into a movie. Itisa
long and tedious process. Much of it is like
writing a novel. First off, you need to have the
whole movie summarized in one sentence —
What is it? To create the screenplay you want a
beginning, middle and end - a very brief
narrative.

According to Hilary, the dialogue was the
hardest part. Every spoken word has to move the
movie forward. They received lots of input from
friends and colleagues in the industry. There
were, according to Hilary, several rewrites.

...Continued page 10




DIVING IN BAPTISTE LAKE

By Adrian Hill

down to 16°C. Most days I am under the
surface of Baptiste LLake looking for fish,
plants and mollusks, and for any item of
archaeological interest.
Yesterday, I found three golf balls and the
windshield to a motorboat.
Last year I did a series of dives near the
Herschel fishing club islands and discovered an
underwater garbage

I t's September and the water temperature is

The barge measures about 20'x60' and it was
steam powered. The wreck still shows structural
members at the bow and stern and hull planks
along the starboard. Several metal parts
including a fair sized cylinder warrant further
study.

As an underwater archeologist, this sort of
find is very exciting. Ontario law and common
sense tell us that nothing should be removed, and

dump where there
were more than a
dozen bottles
ranging in age from
60 to 100 years. This
photograph shows
some of the more
interesting bottles
and you may be able
to recognize some of
the original
contents.

Over the course
of the last four

indeed, we should
refrain from even
touching such
treasures.

In several parts of
Baptiste, I find parts
of logging booms,
squared timbers of
huge proportion,
often with rusted
metal fittings once
used to join the
timbers and secure
massive loads of
valuablelogs.

months, I have found
some items of much greater interest.

First, there is a wreck of the lumber tug
barge, probably "The Beaver" which was likely
built 100 years ago and probably sank in the
1950s. It was owned and operated by The Bailey
Jennings Lumber Company operating on the
lake, collecting hardwoods and milling and
shipping boards by train at Hughes Landing.

LANDING POINT MARINE

at the Hwy 28 Bridge on Paudash Lake

SALES Slip Rentals

Paddle Boats Boat Rentals
Kayaks Indoor Boat Storage
MirrorCraft Boats Licensed Mechanic

D Motors Repairs to all Makes & Models

John McCracken' ¢ 613-339-2554

LandingPointMarine@hotmailicom

There are countless
logs from those industry days on the bottom,
sometimes solitary, other times jumbled in a
heap.

It is a good reminder that serious care must
be taken by any scuba diver to avoid
entanglement what with logs, cables, fishing
tackle, and the same two great fears of river

canoeists - strainers and sweepers: downed tree
...Continued page 6
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¢ Docks - on site installation

o Trailers - utility, covered,
snowmobile, landscape, ATV

¢ Wood pellets

¢ Steel roofing
* Gates
o Pet and Bird food

www.birdscreekfarmsupply.com * bcfeed@nexicom.net

BAPTISTE LAKE
TO BANCROFT;
CANOE AND KAYAK
MARATHON 2015

By Wallace McColl

ne of the water events, part of the Water,

Wheels and Wings Weekend in

Bancroft, has been the canoe and kayak
marathon race from Birch Cliff Lodge on
Baptiste Lake, to the sports park on the York
River in Bancroft. The route flows eastward on
Baptiste Lake to Blueberry Island and Deer
Island to the narrows at the 'old dam', and on to
High Falls, approximately 8.5 km. At this point,
several portages totalling just over lkm, are
required to bypass various sets of rapids. One
longer portage is an option. Below the rapids the
paddlers are on the York River for several km,
passing under the South Baptiste Lake Road
Bridge, and another 12 km to Bancroft. The total
paddling distance is listed as 22km.

The founding sponsor of this event was the
Trips and Trails sports store in Bancroft. I first
became interested in the excitement of the event
at this time, and would cheer on the participants
as they passed our dock, with the leaders setting a
pace far faster than your average paddler and, I
imagined, impossible to sustain. Secretly, I
longed to be part of the event but knew I lacked
the stamina to paddle the 22 km, never mind the
speed.

This year I have been inspired by a friend,
who although battling cancer, tackled the
challenge of climbing her favourite Sauk
Mountain in Wa. Hours later, several thousand

feet of elevation, and seemingly endless
switchbacks, she gained the summit. Her photo
freezes a crystal clear blue sky, a snow capped
Mount Baker in the background, and the elation
in my friend’s smile. If she could climb
mountains, why could I not try to get in
condition for the marathon paddle?

I began a morning routine of paddling my
kayak without divulging my imagined goal. I
soon discovered that Baptiste Lake as the sun
begins to burn away the morning mist is
breathtaking; each bay a unique beauty and each
day new vistas. My morning paddle quickly
became captivating, fun, and, maybe even a bit
addictive. Who remembered the training goal?
Not long into my training regime, and feeling
stronger, I decided to test my endurance with a
round trip to High Falls — roughly 17 Km. For a
scenic breakfast at the falls, I had a coffee, a
western sandwich and an apple. An endurance
should not mean hardship! My total paddling
time was about three hours; an hour and a half
each way. My muscles did not cry out. With a
little more conditioning I knew I could make it,

and it would take me about 4 Y2 to 5 hours.
...Continued page 6




Diving in Baptiste Lake... Continued from page 4

branches and roots. Diving in our lakes requires
more care and planning than open ocean diving in
the Caribbean. I do both often every year and I give
our cold water lakes the caution and respect they
deserve!

Some people ask me if there's anything they can
do to help make it safer for divers in our local lakes.
Below you will see a photograph of a yellow divers'
buoy and a red dive flag. The important thing to
remember is that Ontario and Canadian law
prohibits any vessel from approaching closer than
500 feet or 150 m to a dive flag or a divers' buoy.

Bringing your motor boat in for a closer look
can endanger the safety and the lives of divers
below the surface. And remember, if the OPP spots
you encroaching on the safety zone, you can be
charged and your conviction will have serious
repercussions on your auto driver's license and
your insurance rates for your car.

Looking out from my deck in Baptiste Village, I
can see the open body of the lake which once
featured huge log booms. The logs were stockpiled
in the bays awaiting spring.

There was once a wooden dam used by the
loggers and it was in service until the early 1930's.
Huge log palisades were secured by steel bands and
fittings to make massive double walls to hold back a
mountain of water to allow the loggers to flush
thousands of logs down the York River every
spring. These palisades lie on the bottom in piles,
reminding us of lives and skills long forgotten and
they record the passing of an era for Baptiste and its
hardwood forests.

Baptiste to Bancroft... Continued from page 5

I then discovered that the event would not be
sponsored locally. The new sponsor (OMCKRA
—The Ontario Marathon Canoe & Kayak Racing
Association) provided promotional information
and it was intimidating. The webpage captured
an athletic paddler in a kayak no wider than his
hips, with GPS on the cowling! The schedule
listed a 10:00 a.m. start, with the barbeque and
prize ceremony starting at 1:00 p.m. What, only
three hours estimated for the race? And, starting
in the heat of the day! If I paddled the course,
race officials and safety crew personnel would be
delayed an hour and a half minimum. Maybe I
should rethink this plan and act my age.

Saturday, the day before the race, I was still
torn. I could put off registration until shortly
before the race, and Sunday's forecast called for
the hottest day yet of the summer. Paddling in
the heat totally saps my strength. Then I found a
solution. I would paddle the race without
registering, but for a personal time. I would start
early in the morning. My race would start at 5:30
a.m.

With the sun just peeking above the horizon,
the air fresh and cool and the lake glassy calm, I
arrived at High Falls at 8:53 a.m., putting me
seven minutes ahead of my estimated time of
arrival. Wow, seven minutes put me a long way
ahead of my imagined competition! The time to
assemble my portage wheels cost me those hard
earned seven minutes. I wobbled down the
portage route to what was obviously the entry
point below the rapids and wasted another seven
minutes dealing with the wheels!

Now I am seven minutes behind, but the
launch was smooth and I am away down the York
River; sloth with a hint of a helpful current.
Then, the first turn! What, another set of rapids?
Ahead of me there seemed to be only white water
and rocks. I am searching for another portage
point. There isn't one. Well, I think, I must be
able to run the rapids. There does seem to be an
opening with clear white water stacks. I am doing
OK, but ahead I have to hook hard left into an
eddy to navigate the next tier. Strangely, my only
fear was breaking my wife's fancy new carbon

fibre paddle, only slightly heavier than air. I did
...Continued page 15
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OWNERSHIP CHANGE AT
BANCROFT SPORT & MARINE

By Peter Brown

rHERE 1S A SEA-DO0 DR
FOR EVERYONE 7

fter more than 20 years, Paul Jenkins is
retiring from his partnership with Bill
White at Bancroft Sport and Marine.
Bill, along with family members Tania, Madison
and Taylor are really excited about taking over full
ownership, and moving forward with making
BSM the very best and fully up to date power
sports outlet. Bill has more than 25 vyears'
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experience in the business and is planning many
new things, including a major renovation to their
show room.

Bill and family invite you to drop by, say hello
and check out their product line and hear more
about their plans. From the BLA, we say best
wishes to Bill, and thanks for being a BLA
advertiser for many years.
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Peter Gaebel, CAIB
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613-334-1578

Box 395 ¢ 159 Hastings St. N,
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Bancroft, Ontario KOL 1CO
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Well, the time to depart finally arrived. We'd
be leaving on a Friday night. We would drive 500
miles north to our destination of Lake Baptiste,
Ontario. We drove all night and reached
Bancroft, Ontario on Saturday morning. We
bought our fishing licenses, then proceeded to our
cabin on the lake.

On the drive north, we crossed the bridge into
Canada at Detroit. Passports weren't required at
that time. We proceeded north and east on
Highway 401. 401 wasn't quite as nice then as it is
now. Therewasn't as much traffic in the middle of
the night and there were a lot of long dark
stretches of road. During the drive Stan and Ron
told many fishing stories. This only helped to
intensify my anticipation. During one of the legs

that I was driving we
had a little excitement.
I was driving down hill,
on a curve, in the fog, a
little too fast, in one of
those dark stretches
and oh yea, while
passing a semi. When

By Ted Clements
his trip took place in the fall of 1992,
and it is now 2015. Although some of
the exact details may have faded with
the passing years, many of these memories are as
real and vivid as if they had happened only
yesterday.

I'd been hearing
Stan Howell tell
muskie fishing
stories during break
times at work for
quite some time.

Finally, in the

summer of 1992,

Stan asked me to go along. We'd be leaving in
September. Three of us, Stan, myself, and Ron
Metzger would be fishing out of Stan's boat. I'd
have to admit, at first I was a little apprehensive
about making the trip. I’d had a heart attack and
bypass surgery the year before, and Canada
sounded like a long way from home. However,
the thought of going to Canada for the first time,
and a chance to catch a muskie soon had me
agreeing to go.

Since I'd never fished for muskie, I didn't
have the proper gear or baits I would be needing.
I soon found out that wasn't a problem. Stan had
enough muskie gear to supply a small sporting
goods store. As the next few weeks passed, there
were more fishing stories told and plans to be
made. Things like menus, food and a list of
items I would have to take along. This entire
time was both exciting and filled with
anticipation. Anyone who has ever planned a
trip like this knows that planning and
preparation are nearly as exciting as the trip
itself.

the front tires of the
pickup hit the seam where the road and bridge
joined together there was a rather loud bang that
could be heard and felt. Ron, who had been
sleeping in the back, popped up with a look of,
“What the heck?” on his face. Needless to say,
after that little incident, I was wide awake for
quite awhile. One more thing happened that
night. We stopped along the 401 for a short pit
stop. We had just finished our little break, when
someone looked back and saw someone or
something walking towards us. Now I'm here to
tell you, that dude looked big. The headlights

\NATER WELL@
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The Making Of... Continued from page 8

that glowed from behind him showed an eerie
picture of a man with long hair and a long coat
walking towards us. His coat and hair were
billowing in the wind. We weren't sure where he
came from, but we already had three men fishing
out of Stan's boat and there wasn't room for four.
Sowebeatit!

When we arrived at the lake, we launched the
boat. Stan drove the boat to the cabin, while Ron
and I took the truck and trailer. When we met
Stan at the dock, I still recall the tea stained
water, the blue sky with the white fluffy clouds,
and the freshness of the air. The cabin we called
home for a week didn't look like much. It was up
on the side of a hill tucked under a mixture of
various types of shade trees. From inside the
cabin we were able to look out over the lake. It
turned out that small andunassuming cabin
would become a very special place for years to
come.

The cabin was owned by a quiet, soft spoken
gentleman by the name of Howard Gabriel. A
finer man you'll never find. We had Howard
down for one of our evening meals. Howard was
in his eighties and had lived in that little cove on
the lake, since he was just a baby. Howard never
married and had retired from the railroad. He
told us many interesting facts about the lake. I
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Clive & Lorie
www.tripsandtrails.ca

Res:613-339-2163 Res:613-339-2163 Cell:613-202-2110

www.tedremax.com
particularly enjoyed the stories about how things
had changed during his lifetime. I felt very
fortunate to have met this man.

After unpacking food and gear, we stowed
everything in the cabin. We changed clothes and
decided to eat lunch before going fishing. You may
have noticed I haven't mentioned sleep. That's
because I'm sure I got very little from Friday
morning until Saturday noon. There was no time
for a nap after lunch, we had fish to catch. Before
we ate, Stan being a godly man, asked if he could
say grace. He started by thanking god for a safe trip
up and asked that He watch over our families while
we were gone. He ended his prayer with, and I
quote, “Lord, I pray that you let Ron and Ted catch

...continued on page 10
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The Making Of... Continued from page 9

abig muskie,and me an even bigger one, Amen.”
When you're the rookie and it's your first
experience at something new, it's amazing how
smart the veterans are, or at least seem to be.
While eating lunch, Stan pointed out the window
and said, “See that white birch tree leaning out
over the water? I think we'll go over there after
lunch and catch a muskie.” Iwish I could tell you
we did, but we didn't. However, I did see my first
follower. To see that 35”-40” fish come up from
the depths and follow your bait to the boat, was

truly awesome. By the way, it was exactly as Stan
...Continued page 11
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Dark Sunrise... Continued from page 3

The movie took a total of 17 days to film. Much
preparation went into to casting the film. As much
as they could, Hilary and Greg tried to cast locally.
Hilary was quite thrilled to find an older Scottish
couple for the film. A problem arose when the
Scottish couple read their lines. In a lovely
Scottish brogue they regretted that they could not
be part of the film because they could not possibly
utter the word s**t out loud. FYI - Hilary and
Greg have written the film to achieve a G rating.
So,replacements had to be found.

The movie plot revolves around a divorced
father, Dan (played by Greg) who is trying to
reconnect with his daughter. The film opens in
black and white and the period is the 1960's. A
horrific act unfolds in the opening scene that sets
the tone for the rest of the movie. Fast forward to
present day. Dan has brought his daughter back to
the resort they used to go to every summer as a
family. Most of the characters have been returning
to the resort year after year, so Dan and his
daughter are familiar to most of the other guests.

This was a family affair. Hilary and Greg's son
and daughter also have roles in the film; their son
Kyle was far more reluctant than his sister Erin.
Cast and crew all stayed on site, and all scenes were
shot locally. Hilary said she learned very quickly
the need to be flexible with a tight filming
schedule. Many of the scenes took place around
the camp fire. Scenes could not be filmed in the
pouring rain, so adjustments had to be made to the
schedule. As well, some actors had commitments
elsewhere and their schedules had to be
accommodated. On top of everything, filming

took place during the height of bug season.
...Continued page 13




The Making Of... Continued from page 8
and Ron had described it.

During the week in muskie camp, there were
basically four things to do, eat, sleep, fish, and talk
about fishing. Early in the week I had my first
muskie on. The whole fight lasted about twenty
seconds, then he was gone. The excitement of the
strike and the short battle that followed was all
that I'd expected. However, the disappointment
oflosing that first fish was areal bummer. Prior to
leaving on our trip, I had debated whether or not I
could fish all week for muskie and maybe not
catch one. I decided to take some bass fishing gear
along, just in case I couldn't. Well, I am going to
tell you, after having my first skirmish with a
muskie, that bass gear never left the truck.

As the week went on, Ron and Stan both
caught muskie. Istill hadn't caught any, butI did
have a couple of hard hits and saw a few followers.
Besides fishing, one afternoon we did take a trip
into town. We drove up to Eagle's Nest lookout,
where we were able to lookout over the town of
Bancroft and the York River, which meanders
through it. The colorful foliage of the hardwoods
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mixed with the evergreens was magnificent.

While fishing, I got to hear many stories of
places like Dog Bay, West Bay, the River, the Dam,
Elephant Lake, the River going to Elephant and
the most famous spot; Muskie Cove on Lake
Baptiste. I heard stories of how Stan and Ron had
made the long trek from Elephant Lake to that
small cove on Lake Baptiste. I got to listen to

stories of all the fish they had caught over the years.
That spot had been so hot, the guys would pull up
outside the cove, eat their lunch and wait for eleven
o'clock. That seemed to be the time of day when
the fish really turned on. Unfortunately, the magic
didn't return the week we were there. Muskie
Cove, like almost every other cove and bay on the
lake, was filled with areas of sunken logs. These
were prime places to cast for muskie. On one
particularly calm and clear day, while passing over
those logs, I recall looking over the side of the boat
and spotting a large muskie. The logs were perfect
camouflage for the motionless fish.

While we were fishing, the stories of past trips,
kept pouring out. It seemed that these two men
had either seen, missed, or caught a muskie on
nearly every likely looking spot we came across.
They say that, “Muskie are the fish 0f 10,000 casts.”
Well, I could have sworn that these two men must
have caught a couple thousand muskie each. After
listening to story after story, and seeing Ron and
Stan each catch fish, and I might add after missing
my first fish, I needed to catch a muskiebad!

We made a trip to Elephant Lake on one
particular day. We ate lunch at the lodge. This
place was just as you might have pictured it. It was

...Continued page 12




A beautiful summer resort since 1931.
Open May to October

Cottages and campground
Weddings and conferences
Boat rentals, store, newspapers,
Ice cream, “Baptiste Lake" clothing

www.birchclifflodge.ca
email: info@birchclifflodge.ca
613-332-3316

= Follow us on Facebook for info, =
Sl and fun ‘North of 7. stuffl W

OPEN DAILY

through December 31
(Wintar Weakands)

Mon. to Sat. 10-5:00
Sunday 12-5:00
613 337-5050

Take a virtual tour Step back in time when you enter |
o Discover room after room filled

with fine Canadian arts & crafis,
vintage toys, antiques, jewelleny,
cattage-themed gits & clothing
nostalgia books, country-themed
merchandise... and penny candy.
We feature Baptiste Lake
gifts and stocking stuffers,
many exclusive o our store.
Come out and have a look!

And be sure to visit

The WA Sehoolhouse

Restauwrant &Tea Room,

in Ormsby's restored
ane-room schoaol

613 337-5067 Tor information

The Making Of... Continued from page 11

a large log building with windows that looked out
over the lake. It had a rustic looking bar with a
wood burning fireplace. The smell of wood smoke
filled the room. There was a large dining room
filled with tables. People could come in and eat,
drink, and tell fish stories at their leisure. There
were plenty of fish mounts hanging from the walls.
There were bass, both large and smallmouth,
walleye, perch, and of course muskie. The most
impressive fish on the wall was a 50”, 30 Ib monster
of a muskie. It just so happened, that fish was
caught by Ron a few years before.

On our way to the lodge, we fished theYork
River that connects Lake Baptiste to Elephant.
The river was only three to four feet deep and filled
with stick-ups and submerged logs. There weren't
many weeds at that time, so we were making casts
close to the shore. We came to a place where there
were many dead cedars, that either laid out above
or into the water.

I had mentioned earlier about Stan making a
prediction on where we might catch a fish. Well,
he made another one. He said to me, “Ted, see that
big log floating there by that overhanging tree?
Throw right behind thatlog. There'sabigonejust
waiting back there.” So I cast a silver and black
Meppsmuskie Kkiller right where he had pointed
to. That lure smacked the water and within two
cranks of my reel, the largest muskie I had seen all
week, exploded out from behind thatlog. He came
out tail walking, with his gills flared and shaking
his huge head. Unfortunately, the next thing I saw
was that buck tail being thrown from his mouth.
I'm sure that if the guys would have had a stick,
they could have knocked my eyeballs off with it.
The whole scene unfolded in seconds. Yet, today I
can still close my eyes and relive that experience,
just like it happened yesterday. I'm sure, that
missed fish, with all the excitement surrounding
it, was the defining moment of when I became
obsessed with catching a muskie.

We continued fishing that week. We kept
seeing fish, but didn't have many takers. Finally,
towards the middle of the week, we went back into
the little cove where I had missed my first attempt
atcatching a muskie. I was still throwing that

...Continued page 13
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Dark Sunrise... Continued from page 10 The Making Of... Continued from page 12
According to Hilary, they were voracious, and silver and black bucktail. On one of my casts a
she is sure they went through at least 6 cans of muskie slammed the lure. Isetthe hook hard and
OFF! the battle was on. I got to use the two words every

muskie fisherman longs to hear, “Got one”
quickly followed by “Get the net”. I remember
those silvery sides of the fish, flashing in the sun
litwater. The water was clean enough to watch the
fish try to make a couple runs under the boat. AsI
recall the battle didn't last all that long. I'm sure I
horsed that fish to the boat as quickly as I could. I
wanted that fish in the net, “Bad”! The guys got
him netted and I couldn't have been happier. I
admired that fish the entire time we measured,
weighed, and took pictures. We released the fish
back into the lake unscathed. That first muskie
was no monster. He was probably about thirty
five inches and nine pounds. He was not
considered large, as muskies go. But, we like to
ask the question, “What do you call a small
muskie?” The answer is “A muskie”. I now had
my first. I was now a “Muskie Fisherman” and
not justa “Muskie Hunter.”

Thanks to Stan and Ron that entire week of
fishing was an experience I'll never forget. I've
gone back once or usually twice every year since
that first trip up North. Iwillalways look forward
to that trek, to that small unassuming cabin on
Lake Baptiste, just like it was my first time.

When I asked what stage the film was
currently at, Hilary said it was in post-
production, and that it could be over a year
before there is a release date. Much editing is
required; extra shooting might be required for
continuity purposes; and, many other small
details that make up the whole process. Hilary is
very pleased with the music. It is all original,
and the talent was local.

To help offset costs, Hilary and Greg have
applied for grants and various financing options
for film makers. Sheridan College, Hilary's

Alma Mater, is helping her with the application Up Cyded Home Rurviskines
process for a grant that supports female directors & Décor!
of feature films. Open 9 e 1.5 pm, Mon 1o Fii.
When the film is ready, they are hoping to at 1283 Flint St...
premier it locally. The aim is for it to go straight @& ,
to TV, possibly' on a channel like Showcase, or :;‘I_'{:”ty 613-339.5757
through Netflix. And, stay tuned as Dark i o g s
Sunrise is just the first film in a trilogy of AR ERBEREBEBEREERER.
horror/fantasy genre. Donations Welcome During Business Hours!




President’s Message... Continued from page 2

implement its recommendations to ensure that
the objectives of the residents, both permanent
and seasonal as set out in the Lake Plan, are
achieved. This can only be achieved by
volunteers, and if David calls upon you I would
hope that you would answer the call and do your
part to help with lake plan implementation. If you
would like to help, in no matter how small a way, I
would encourage to you contact David and let
him know that you are willing to volunteer. The
more people who volunteer; the easier it will be
for all.

Please visit our website regularly to see what
is happening around the lake. In addition, if you
have not provided us with your e-mail address
please do so as this is one of the most effective
ways to communicate in the modern world.
Please be assured that we use e-mail addresses
only for the purposes of the BLA, and we do not
inundate you with messages. Please send your e-
mail to membership@baptistelake.org along
with your cottage address. Finally if you are not a
member, I would encourage you to become a
member. The cost is minimal ($25 per year or 3
years for $60) and benefits are so much more.

If you have any questions or suggestions
please do not hesitate to contact myself or any
other member of the board. This is your
association, and this is everyone's lake. Have a
great winter season.

Haliburton

School of The Arts « Fleming College

This years summer program featured over 300 courses and

welcomed more than 2000 people. The 2016 program is under
construction and promises exciting new opportunities in combination with
perennial favourites.

The Haliburton School of The Arts is a wonderful place to learn, grow and
create with programming for the entire family. We hope you can include a
summer art experience in your plans for next years summer activities at
the cottage.

Gift certificates available.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
15-week Art Certificates

Haliburton School of The Arts, Fleming College

297 College Dr.

Haliburton, ON KOM 1S0

705-457-1680 or 866-353-6464 ext. 3

createit@hsta.ca i

L Aa o dia da i ddosn i Aol dhih gl bhat

For information on all our programs:  hsta.ca

Makin’
Waves i
Marine

i1z CECITAT T4

_MERCURY (' {arge
,,é EGEM‘?‘ Fishing
Department!
< HONDA

=STINGRAY.

29720 Hwy 62 North, Bancroft

P: 613-332-3777 « F: 613-332-4777
info@makinwavesmarine.com
www.makinwavesmarine.com
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Baptiste to Bancroft... Continued from page 6

appropriate it for the event. Fortunately, I did
not break the paddle or crash the kayak. And, I
now have a bit of adrenalin to speed through the
next few Km. I slip under the bridge at 7:55 a.m.
If my two hour estimate to Bancroft is correct, I
will make it five minutes ahead of schedule.

The last few kilometers into town on the
York River meander to form a classic oxbow,
with too many switchbacks! Knowing that the
finish line was close, and in a direct line, made
the switchbacks mentally tough. My muscles
ached; my throat was dry; and, an endless line of
small aircraft distracted my concentration as
they navigated the approach around Eagles Nest
to land for the fly-in breakfast.

At last! Around the turn the Station Street
Bridge comes into view. I arrive at the dock at
9:57 a.m., three minutes ahead of my
competitor — me! I beat my estimated time. My

family is there to greet me with congratulations
and probably relief. We actually rush back to our
cottage in time to catch the real competitors slice
past our dock. The leaders have the very narrow
18 ft kayaks. At the back of the group a young

...Continued page 17




NOTICE

2016 Septic Pump-out for
Water Access Cottages
on Baptiste Lake

Pauline Hawkes is organizing a septic pump-out
for water access cottagers for late June, or early
July 2016. Please advise Pauline if you are
interested in a pump-out.

Pauline can be reached by telephone in Ottawa at
1-613-216-2182, or at the lake at 613-332-4736.
You can also reach Pauline by e-mail at
Pauline.hawkes@bell.net.

Please provide Pauline with the following
coordinates:

*Name

* Phone number at lake, home, and cell
* An e-mail address

* Your 911# on your cottage lot

* A description of where your cottage is from a
water view

We will need at least 10 cottagers to make this
cost efficient. Could people please respond
before May 15,20167?

At this time | will be able to provide a cost and
more information about how you need to prepare
and provide the location of your septic tank.
- Pauline Hawkes

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Dock Boy — Birch Cliff Lodge
2016 Season

We are looking for a DOCK BOY for the 2016
season at Birch Cliff Lodge. The ideal candidate
will live, or cottage on or near Baptiste Lake. He or
she must have a boating license and a driver's
license. Preference will be given to students
attending university or college in the fall of 2016.

If you are an energetic individual, and enjoy
working outdoors, as well as being available from
May to the end of August, please contact us at
613-332-3316, or e-mail a resume to
info@birchclifflodge.ca. Duties will include looking
after the boats; waterfront; grounds; and, meeting
trips tothe dump and errands in town.

.L‘i

Treat yourslfor aloved one 1o
Foot Fix !

i/ Offering Specialized Nursing Foot Care
& Spa Serviced!
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www.footfix.org mmunity
613-3324848 ‘e
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Price

RF/MM® RE/MAX Rouge River Realty Ltd.
4 Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated
Baptiste to Bancroft... Continued from page 15

woman paddles what I estimate is a 14 ft kayak,
but she too is setting a pace that I have yet to
achieve.

Of course I had to go back into town to catch
the finish, and I arrived just before 1:00 p.m. I
could not believe it. Most of the field had already
completed the distance. The winning time only 2
hours and twenty two minutes. How is that
possible? The young woman in the 14 ft kayak
arrived amid cheers in three hours and thirty
minutes. She shut me down by some fifty seven
minutes. Humbling!

After the race I chatted with several club
members who were all still at the park. All were
gracious in their compliments of my completing

theQLD TIN SHED '

- An intriguing mix of now & then -

"CANADIAN RETAILER

Featuring...
Cut+Loose Clothing
flattering fit
fabulous fabrics
fantastic colours

25 Sherbourne Street

Downtown Bancrofi

(613)332-6565

613.334.9690 | www.]JillPrice.ca | Jill@JillPrice.ca

the course without any comment on my time.
However, there was the suggestion that I should
join their club, but I would need a better kayak
more marathon trips, a 16 ft minimum, and
preferablyan 18 ft.

My 12 ft kayak had to go if I wanted to be
competitive. Hey, it would mean that the young
woman in the 14 ft kayak would never come last
again! There was an offer to loan me an 18 ft
kayak for a future event. Nice gesture I thought,
and they seemed to ignore that I was a little older
than any of them. I walked away a little lighter in
step, and a few years younger. A new inspiration
for next year? Possibly.

HIGHLAND

TIMBER MART
Harcourt
705-448-2268
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1 Falrway Blvd.,
Unit 5, Bancroft, ON KOL 1C0
(beside Canadian Tire Gas Bar)

ART GALLERY OF BANCROFT

10 FLINT AVENUE, BANCROFT
613-332-1542 « agb@nexicom.net * www.agb.weebly.com
submitted by DIANA GURLEY

Show Schedule 2015 & 2016 - Please note the Gallery is closed December 25 for the Holidays.

2015 2016
October January
“Painting the Figure"” “Michal Manson Memorial
Wed. Sep. 30 to Sat. Oct. 31 Student Exhibition”
David McIntosh Juried by: TBA
Reception Fri. Oct. 2 at 7:30 p.m. Wed. Jan. 6 to Sat. Jan. 30
Reception Sat. Jan. 9 at 2:00 p.m.
November
“Consensual Discomfort” February
Wed. Nov. 4 to Sat. Nov. 28 Works by Joey Bruni
Nate Smelle Sculptures, Dave Maris Paintings Wed. Feb. 3 to Sat. Feb. 27
Reception Fri. Nov. 6 at 7:30 p.m. Reception Fri. Feb. 5 at 7:30 p.m.
December March
Patrick Stewart: paintings, Sue Prentice: Works by Brian Smith
printmaking, and Robin Tinney: sculpture Wed. Mar. 2 to Sat. Mar. 26
Wed. Dec. 2, 2015 to Sat. Jan. 4, 2016 Reception Fri. Mar. 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Reception Fri. Dec. 4 at 7:30 p.m.

April
“Roadside Painters™
= - Lucy Manley and Olga Szanranski
e Wed. Mar. 30 to Sat. Apr. 30
= Reception Fri. Apr. 1 at 7:30 p.m.

May
“INVITATION 2016
Juried Exhibition
Juried by: TBA
Wed. May. 4 to Sat. May. 28
Reception & Awards Fri. May. 6 at 7:30 p.m.

Open 7 Days Great R
Drive-up Access - Alarme,




BLA Officials Fall 2015

Margot Currie

Secretary secretary@baptistelake.org 613-332-6843

Ann Coleman

Director info@baptistelake.org

Paul Coleman

Director info@baptistelake.org

Christopher Fabricius

Vice President info@baptistelake.org 613-332-2095

David Hawkes

Lake Plan Implementation lakeplan@baptistelake.org 613-332-4736

Adrian Hill

Director info@baptistelake.org 613-332-0476

Marlin Horst

President president@baptistelake.org 613-332-6843

Kathy Irwin

Director info@baptistelake.org

Carol Maclennan

Treasurer treasurer@baptistelake.org 613-332-1808

Wallace McColl

Municipal Liaison info@baptistelake.org 613-332-5364

Mary Milne

Director marylmilne@gmail.com.............. ..., C:416-856-8615
Hilary Phillips

Director sunriselodge@nexicom.net. . .......... i 613-332-5030
Shelley Pickard

Membership Chair &

Website Co-coordinator 613-332-5256

Other Positions
Peter Brown

Newsletter Advertising 416-233-9735
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[EET7)OSEY.com
Josey Vogels (613) 334.9160

Sales Representative  justaskjosey@me.com

Tel: 613-332-2300

or 613-332-1894

Fax: 613-332-4887

Box 1894, 93 Haslings S1. Norlh
Bancroft, ON KOL 1C0

E-mail: bancroli-tim




BLA Membership - PayPal Now Available!

MORE COMMERCIAL NEIGHBOURS
Please support these local businesses and
keep this listing close to your telephone

Baptiste Lake Marina — On-the-Lake
convenience. Store, including bread, milk, eggs,
BBQ meats and frozen pizza. Gas, marine repairs
and service of all makes of motors. Boat rentals,
Winter Storage available. 613-332-1233,
baptistelakemarina@live.ca

Birch Cliff Lodge — Planning a wedding or
reunion on the lake? We have been hosting
weddings and special events for many years.
Please give us a call for more information.
613-332-3316. www.birchclifflodge.ca

Lakeview Lodge - Fully equipped 1 bedroom
cottages with sofa bed, cot, Satellite TV,
microwave & BBQ. Four-season Accommodation
in the Village on the Lake. David &Lorraine
Leedy. 613-332-3596. www.leedy.ca

Northern Comfort (Bancroft) - Authorized
dealer of Pacific Energy wood and pellet stoves,
Regency wood and propane stoves, Jotul wood
stoves, RSF fireplaces and Enviro pellet stoves.
Installation and service available. Highway 62N
beside Leon's. 613- 332-0493.

Silver Springs Cottage Resort - Open all year.
We have 9 winterized cottages with various sized
accommodation. Located on Elephant Lake.(just
5 Km to Algonquin park). Store, boat and motor
rental, docking, sandy beach. 705-448-2617.
www.silverspringscottages.com. Come as a
tourist - leave as a friend!

BLA Newsletter Designed by:

EmaginePrint.ca

613.332.0799 94 Bridge St. E., Box 53

info@emagineprint.ca Bancroft, ON KOL 1CO

}(.. _—— _X.!

Membership fees collected are used to cover expenses necessary to support our goals. We offer family memberships on a one year I
orthree year term. Cost for one year is $25 / three years $60.00. Please note that memberships expire on our fiscal year end, March
31st. Please tear out this form and send itin with a cheque made out to "Baptiste Lake Association", Box 877, Bancroft, ON KOL 1CO :
or submityour online payment via PayPal - please see the link on our website: www.baptistelake.org for details.

Name(s)

Mailing Address
Postal Code/Zip
911 Lake Address
e-mail address

City, Province/State

Phone

Lake Phone
Waterfront? Yes / No

Water Access Only? Yes / No

___please check here if you have any objection to the Baptiste Lake Association including your name in our Newsletters and/or on our Website
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