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President’s Message - Spring 2021
As you are reading this many of the seasonal cottag-

ers will have opened the cottage (or are planning to) 
and welcomed a new season. For those of you who 
have year round places on the lake I can only express 
my jealousy.  I certainly miss the lake during the win-
ter.  However, I am told the ice is  out early this  year 
so it will be an early opening to the cottage.

While the BLA does not host any social activities 
in the winter it does not mean that the board and oth-
er volunteers are not doing anything.  We continue to 
keep abreast of what is happening at the municipal 
and provincial governments and how their actions 
will affect the lake. The Municipality has proposed a 

new shoreline by-law.  The main change is that the 15 
metre buffer zone will be increased to 30 metres.  We 
will continue to monitor the situation. More informa-
tion is set out elsewhere in the Newsletter

As I write this we are about 13 months into the very 
unusual circumstance that is Covid19 lockdowns. It 
has been a strange time. Sometimes stores are  open, 
sometimes they are closed. At this point we are in 
the midst of a third wave and it appears to be much 
worse than prior waves, both in numbers and the ap-
pearance of variants from around the world (how are 
they getting here if the borders are closed? – oh yes, 
people still traveling). To say that the pandemic has 
changed things is an understatement. One of the great 
parts of being at the lake are the many social events, 
not just BLA events. As you will see elsewhere in this 
Newsletter the traditional opening event has been can-
celled. You will also see that there are some socially 
distanced events that are being planned and I encour-
age all of you to attend (socially distanced of course). 
I remain optimistic that we will be able to have a clos-
ing event. I could be wrong on that. What we need 
are a large portion of the population to get vaccinated. 
I am half way there (one shot) and hope to have the 
second before July. I encourage everyone who is able 
to get vaccinated so we can bring this to the end. We 
are closer to the light at the end of the tunnel but there 
is still a lot of tunnel to go.

We continue to “meet” with the Hastings Highlands 
InterLake Group which is made up of lake associa-
tions in the Municipality of Hastings Highlands. This 
group has been instrumental in getting the municipal 
council to take note of the concerns of the lake as-
sociations and given us a voice in municipal affairs.  
We continue to advocate at the municipal level for the 
protection of our lake and others in the municipality.  
Further to that the InterLake Group now has a Land 
Use Planning committee (of which I am a member) 
which now receives notice of any request for a minor 
variance on any waterfront property in Hastings High-
lands and allows us to make any submissions. It is 
quite surprising what some people would like to build.

The BLA continues to work towards implementing 
the Lake Plan. The Lake Plan is a living document and 

By Marlin Horst

Locally grown. 
Photo by Matt Belcastro ...continued on page 3
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we must continue to build on and implement its rec-
ommendations to ensure that the objectives of the res-
idents, both permanent and seasonal, as set out in the 
Lake Plan, are achieved. This can only be achieved 
by volunteers. If you would like to help, in no matter 
how small a way, I would encourage you to contact 
MyBaptisteLake@gmail.com and let us know that 
you are willing to volunteer. The more people who 
volunteer; the easier it will be for all.

The BLA continues to be a member of FOCA (Fed-
eration of Ontario Cottagers Association) which is 
an association of over 500 lakefront owners associa-
tions.  As a result of the BLA’s membership in FOCA, 
the members of the BLA also have access to many 
benefits available through FOCA. Please go to their 
website at www.foca.on.ca to see the many benefits 
membership in FOCA provides. You can also sign up 
for the FOCA newsletter which is delivered by e-mail 
every month and has links to many informative arti-
cles and updates on what is happening in connection 
with waterfronts in Ontario.

Sweet signs of spring.
 Photo by Anne Coleman

As I was writing this President’s Message, I looked 
back at my President’s Message from spring 2017. I 
wrote it as my “last” President’s Message.  How iron-
ic as I wrote about becoming President of FOCA. At 
the AGM for FOCA held at the beginning of March I 
achieved that coveted role of Past President (I am still 
on the board of FOCA), but I am once again President 
of the BLA.  If you would like to be President please 
let me know!.

Please visit our website regularly to see what is hap-
pening around the lake. In addition if you have not 
provided us with your e-mail address please do so as 
this is one of the most effective ways to communicate 
in the modern world. Please be assured that we use 
e-mail addresses only for the purposes of the BLA and 
we do not inundate you with messages. Please send 
your e-mail along with your cottage address to Mem-
bership (contact details elsewhere in Newsletter).  
Finally if you are not a member I would encourage 
you to become a member. The cost is minimal ($25 
per year or 3 years for $60) and benefits are so much 
more.

If you have any questions or suggestions please do 
not hesitate to contact myself or any other member of 
the board. This is your association.

...from page 2

We are Open!
Our summer 2021 art program is a specially curated selection of 
in-studio courses. Explore a range of creative opportunities 
including weeklong and weekend workshops. In-person studio 
experiences will adhere to all mandated safety protocols. We look 
forward to welcoming you back. 

Art: Haliburton Heaven by Mary Intven Wallace
Acrylic on cradled wood panel

For more information, and to register:

hsad.ca or
705.457.1680
866.353.6464 ext. 4 
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206 Hastings St. N, Bancroft, ON

www.bancroftsportandmarine.ca

finite star constellations amazed and challenged 
our imagination. Batteries failed, submersible 
cameras with Gerry rigged lighting floated away 
and the temperature plummeted as we wished 
that we were better layered to ward off the cold!

We did not see our expected pair of spawning 
Lake Trout. Perhaps we were being too invasive 
with our powerful lights!

Now we are planning the next exciting phase 
of this ongoing Citizen Science Lake Trout pro-
gram. This 3rd phase, requires sampling the 
native Lake Trout population and determining 
the genetics in comparison to that of the Trout 
raised in the Fish Hatchery. Both are critical in 
developing this science based plan considering 
the possibility of Lake Trout restocking in Bap-
tiste.

The MNRF will provide guidance and pro-
tocol. Frank Hicks will direct our field netting 
activity. And new to the BLA programs, we are 
planning for the High School Students in the 
Northern Environmental Research Develop-
ment Studies (NERDS) to participate in placing 
and retrieving the nets. The BLA will contrib-
ute the required boats and services and logistics.

What might we discover? Does Baptiste have 
a sustaining Lake Trout native population? 
Is the Lake an appropriate candidate for Lake 
Trout restocking? Are the genetics of the native 
population compatible with the Fish Hatchery 
raised Trout? Stay tuned for an update perhaps 
later in the summer.

This Spring the BLA winner of BASC Shore-
line Rehabilitation contest will have up to 100 
shrubs planted on their shoreline property. The 
contest was detailed on the back page of the Fall 
Newsletter. What a great way to highlight the 
importance of shoreline vegetation in reducing 
nutrient flow into the lake. It all ties together 
for the dissolved oxygen required for the Lake 
Trout and our already “at capacity” designation.

Also Anne Coleman wrote a critique on the 
implementation of our Lake Plan. The Plan, rat-
ified by our membership, is the backbone of our 
ongoing stewardship for Baptiste. Many of the 
directives identified by Anne have an underly-
ing link to water quality, the critical parameter 

for lake health and our enjoyment. We have had 
continuing volunteer programs to measure wa-
ter quality parameters and submit the data to the 
Dorset Environmental Science Centre (DESC)

The data are analyzed and posted with the 
Federation of Cottagers Association (FOCA) 
completing the Science link for trend analysis of 
current and historical records.

The volunteer participation for the ongoing 
implementation of our Lake Plan is critical. 
From experience I underline that volunteering 
does not feel like work. The satisfaction in con-
tributing ideas, talent and time is complement-
ed by the fun and social interaction.

Please access the link we have with our mem-
bers through our Website and social media. The 
front page of the Newsletter lists all the Directors 
and their primary responsibilities. My thanks to 
the amazing work and leadership of each of the 
Directors. As we might imagine, for new science 
and/or social events our association always ben-
efits from new Directors and fresh ideas.

I close in wishing everyone the best for our 
2020 summer. See you at the Lake.

presiDent’s message ...continued from page 2 BLA Correspondence, ideas, thank you’s  
and recommendations from residents

Hello friends and BLA neighbours. We need you 
to consider becoming a Resident Activities Co-or-
dinator. With your help we can implement some 
cool events for you and the kids and get to know 
each other better. So, read on and see how you can 
get involved.

Here are two separate suggestions that may work 
within the boundaries of Covid, and they may  
produce a fantastic result.

1.) FROM THE ALEXANDERS:
Hey, maybe a fun outdoor distancing idea for an 

event could be a canoe / kayak regatta with a twist.  
Have a shotgun start (like a golf tourney) starting 
with cottagers in your part of the lake, and then 
travel to different locations, with a goal of meet-
ing folks from other areas.   Each group could form 
their own list of participants and vessels for safety, 
and prepare their own bubble snacks and beverages.

Wouldn’t it be great to capture dozens of canoes 
and kayaks traversing all quadrants of the Lake 

and meeting somewhere for lots of selfies for the 
Website? Many of you have not experienced trips 
to different locations such as the pirate ship, Mil-
lionaires’ Island, Muskey Bay, the jumping rock or 
the ripples.

Have a great sunny afternoon!
2.) FROM J.W. BRINE
How about an end of dock food drive supporting 

the Bancroft area. So we could select a predeter-
mined day on a long weekend and cottagers could 
put out non perishable foods in a bag on the end of 
their docks. 

Volunteers could pick the food donations by boat 
concurrently at the predetermined time on the lake.

We greatly like these ideas, and need a team of  
volunteers from all bays, north, south, east and west 
to make this happen. Send your input to MyBap-
tisteLake@gmail.com to help get this going.

From Sabe and Paul, 
“The Rink Off” Challengers

Hey, what about a Baptiste Winter Carnival? The 
idea crossed our minds this past winter when the 
Topps and Kavanaghs started making an ice rink in 
front of their cottages and few hundred yards away 
the Belcastros made their own rink. Somehow I got 
roped into joining a runway between the two with 
Sabe. The kids had a great time and we got to know 
some new neighbours. So heres the plan. Create a 
winter weekend carnival where families can skate, 
ski, sled, have a BBQ, a campfire and even sleigh 
rides. We heard that on the Ed Robertson side of 
Baptiste similar activities took place with large sec-
tions of ice cleared off for long traversing trails. If 
you are interested for next winter, apres Covid, drop 
us a line, offer to volunteer and lets make it happen.

Council Meetings through Youtube
We would like to remind residents and cottagers 

of the ability to listen to municipal meetings on 
Youtube and zoom. 

...continued on page 5
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Chris Grant
Real Estate Salesperson

Joan Grant
Real Estate Salesperson

phonegrants@gmail.com
www.bancroftrealestatehelp.com

613-332-0332

Born and Raised on Baptiste Lake

Country Classics Ltd., Brokerage
Independently owned and operated.

sunrise loDge ...continued from page 4

the Lake but we do know that he purchased more 
used lawn mowers and broke more crank shafts 
than you can imagine. He probably met more 
adventurous folks in the area who helped him 
fell trees and clear the path to his new home. He 
did acquire an old Gravely lawn cutter that was  
returned to his son Don with plans to bring it 
back to life.

Jim married Joan in 1955. She was not aware 
that she would soon be the chief cook and bottle 
washer, the leader of a squad of staff and volun-
teers and the #1 Chef on Baptiste Lake.  Guests 
enjoyed 3 meals a day in the Lodge and Lake 
Residents enjoyed Sunday Turkey suppers that 
were the rave of the area. The Lodge had seating 
for 25-30 guests at 8 tables. (The tables were pur-
chased for $3 from a renovated Bell Canada cafe-
teria in Toronto). There was a very large kitchen 
with 3 sinks and huge cupboards. The staff ate 
in what is now the front entrance of the Lodge...  
A real Downton Abby feel!

 It seems crazy to think that my mother in law, 
Mary VanderZalm did exactly the same thing, 
years later, when she and John purchased the 
property in 1974. Joan and Jim hired many of the 
Casselman family and others to ensure that all of 
the guests were well treated. My good friend Tim 
Kukavica, who married Glenna (Casselman),  
actually had his honeymoon in cottage #4, 
dubbed the honeymoon suite! 

Jim initially built 5 cabins and a Tuck Shop 
with his father George. (George was involved 
with the original design of the Avro Lancaster 
landing gear.) They also had brother in law Don 
Roberts and a stream of volunteers who helped 
do the grunt work of clearing the land, running 
hydro and eventually installing a gas pump for 
the boats on the Lake.

After which they built the main Lodge. There 
is a magnificent, gold, ship’s bell with an engrav-

Joan Burlison in front of the porch leading to the Lodge 
dining room.

...continued on page 6

Bill Coopers airplane fueling up at Sunrise Lodge.
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ing “Sunrise Lodge” that it is believed to have 
come from the Vickers shipbuilding company 
based at Barrow-in-Furness, northwest England. 
George either worked there during the war or 
“inherited” it through some form of networking. 
This Bell hung outside the sunroom of the Lodge 
and was used to call guests 3 times a day for 
meals. If it rang long and hard in between meals 
it meant that there was an emergency at the lake 
and help was needed. This early “Warning Tool” 
saved the life of Jack Quilin who having suffered 
a heart attack, was brought to the Lodge by boat 
and was transported right away to hospital. Jack 
survived and the Bell continued to be a symbol of 
life support or emergency assistance for the area. 
i.e. the original first responder. Jims’ sister Cathy 
looked after the books and ran the “Tuck Shop” 
which was later referred to as cabin #7. It offered 
candy for the kids and bread, milk and other sup-
plies for the guests.

She also helped out with the American plan 
serving breakfast, lunch and dinner to the guests. 
Joan seems to recall charging $150/week which 
included 3 meals per day. There was also romance 
at Sunrise. Jim’s sister Cathy met her yet to be 
husband (Don) at a dance at the Arlington Hotel. 
Don had been staying at the Arlington with some 
buddies from Willowdale in Toronto. He was so 
smitten by Cathy that he walked from Maynooth 
to Sunrise to catch up to her, he was really struck 
by her!

During our visit, Joan rhymed off all 11 kids 
from the Casselman family as if it were yester-
day... You could see her eyes light up as the mem-
ory of the “good old days” came streaming back. 
Jim Casselman would cut ice blocks and load 
them in the old barn and cover them with straw 

so it would last well into summer. 

She recalled that there was a piano in the  
sunroom for the guests to enjoy before dinner was 
served. Each night at 9 pm guests were offered 
tea and cookies. The Lodge had 2 cooking stoves 
and Joan would get up at 6 am to make the most 
delicious homemade pies and breads that were to 
die for! She made blueberry, peach, and lemon 
meringue pies all the time, usually 15 at a time. 
She might sell one for .75¢ if you were lucky.

She recalled how Tim Kukavica shoveled the 
snow off the roofs! She recalled that old #8 cot-
tage was built like a motel with 3 units joined 
together and served as a spare building where 
friends and volunteers could sleep. 

Sometimes folks might use the cots in the Tuck 
Shop as an overflow area! The kids would sleep 
in the old boat house by the water; it must have 
been an amazing time for the cousins to hang out 
and be a part of the original Lodge experience! 
Joan remembers a lot of bears coming to visit. 
One day she saw momma bear ambling towards 
son Don in his play pen, she quickly rescued 
him! Don recalls his dad using 45 gallon drums 
to store scrap food from the kitchen. The bears 
found it easier to squeeze the middle of the drum 
and pop the lids off... The original bear hug!!

The floating docks proved to be the original 
“lift docks”. They were huge, attached to the  
cement dock with massive hinges and lifted up and 
over with a tractor. Years later, the VanderZalm 

sunrise loDge ...continued from page 5

...continued on page 7

Betty Casselman in front of the Tuck Shop where kids loved 
to purchase pop, candy and ice cream.

Dear Editors
Hi. How are you? I’m writing because I have now 

sat down and read the Newsletter of the Baptiste 
Lake Association: I see that you are both continuing 
with your Stakhanovite task, with no sign of flag-
ging. Latest issue I guess at about 15,000 words, 
or one-quarter of a medium-sized novel, with the 
two of you writing almost half, probably more if we 
include unsigned pieces. Add to that the pressure of 
finding all the articles, getting them in place and to 
length, sourcing the photos, putting them in place, 
and matching up the ads. Way to go, guys! I’m sur-
prised you even manage to put your feet outdoors 
any more, I imagine you both chained to the com-
puter getting haggard and pasty: although Anne, to 
be fair, is spreading her cultural wings far and wide, 
while Paul is exploring gutters and ice. And do I 
detect your hand in the septic tank, Paul? 

Anyway, brilliant work, I am most impressed. It’s 
not easy putting a magazine together. I hope the res-
idents of Baptiste Lake recognise what a gift they 
have been given and sprinkle your path with flowers 
and hosannas on the rare occasions that you manage 
it into the open air.

Steve Elsworth, author and publisher
Weymouth, England

Call to young families and friends
Hello all,
It is heartening to see many new young faces on 

Baptiste Lake as well as the young children of fam-
ilies who have been here for generations.

The lake is a fascinating place, full of the joys of 
water, fresh air, family and friends and the discov-
ery of the natural world.

I would like to offer families with children of age 
7 to 12 years yet another enriching perspective on 

their beloved lake. That of an introduction to lake 
stewardship.

When we can gather again, I propose an afternoon 
pontoon get together. We would start with introduc-
tions, a brief look at the topography of the lake on 
land and follow that with a hands on experience of 
Sechi disk water testing in the deep trench of the 
main lake. We would continue on to the private 
beach of the Herschel smaller island for a swim. 
People are welcome to bring their own snacks and 
drinks.

Because of space considerations we would limit 
this activity to one parent per family.

So, who am I?
I am a retired teacher, grandmother, a BLA execu-

tive member and a cottager on the lake. I enjoy my 
role as citizen scientist and have been testing the 
water for several years. 

I will post some dates and a meeting place on the 
BLA website and Facebook page as soon as we can 
gather safely again.

Looking forward to meeting you and enjoying the 
lake together,

Liliane Mabson
...continued on page 6

...from page 4
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CARE
NorthHastings

rooted in respect, kindness and integrity

York River Plaza
200 Hastings St. N.

Bancroft, ON
613-332-4848

E: cingram@carenh.org
www.carenorthhastings.org

In partnership 
with CARE 
North Hastings

HEALTHY FEET
         HAPPY TOES

BALD EAGLE tracking by Terry Bradt
The Bancroft Field Naturalist Club is participating in 

the third Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas Program. From 
January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2025 we will try to 
establish breeding evidence of all bird species found 
throughout the Bancroft area. We are asking cottagers 
to help in tracking Bald Eagles in the summer months 
since they may be nesting here if seen other than the 
winter months. Bald Eagles have been making a good 
recovery since DDT was banned about fifty years ago. If 
you see a Bald Eagle nest please email hayton_bradt@
sympatico.ca or call Terry at 613-332-1705.

The location of any nest on private property will be 
kept confidential. Thank you.

SHOP LOCAL remember that Amazon does not 
support your local kids ball and hockey teams. 

By Anne Coleman
As residents or visitors, we can support our hinter-

land economy by shopping locally. It happened this 
past winter that Christmas shopping was a differ-
ent scene. ‘Twas the night before Christmas and all 
through the back roads, Amazon or other on-line or-
ders were screaming up and down alleys, driveways 
everywhere. Our own children put out the challenge 
to me to not use these services as much as possible.  
Shop locally they said, so I did and then used Canada 
Post for delivery. 

I’ve always been impressed with the shopping op-
tions in Maynooth and Bancroft for unique choices.  
Step into the Maynooth General Store where Carla 
keeps a trendy, up-to-date inventory of gift ideas.  From 
kids clothing, adult footwear, linens to decorations for 
the house, there is always a surprise answer to shop-
ping needs on every shelf.  She will even prepare gift 
baskets for those who require a little inspiration with 
choosing items and wrapping them, especially if they 

can’t get to the store themselves, as happened to our 
son with his Achilles tendon injury.  Across the street, 
Nancy Brookes has countless eclectic antique items 
not to mention original paintings, prints and cards in 
her Peterson gallery.  Right beside Nancy’s gallery is 
Linda Lang’s “Brush with the North” boasting art sup-
plies, hand crafted unique furniture and crafts, jewelry 
and clothing.  It’s a very fun presentation.

Did you know that ‘Memories’ tea room has offered 
take-out during the pandemic with Chris Hass work-
ing hard to have smaller social distancing markets to 
allow local crafts persons to sell their wares?  She also 
has paintings for sale. You can custom-order baked 
goods with just a phone call helping those of us who 
would rather spend time on different projects than do-
ing the baking.  Soon the outdoor market will open.

Also, returning to action, is the Sun Run Café.  They 
are now open for take out service, with in café service, 
when our lock down is lifted. The food is great.

More merchants in Maynooth add to the list of cre-
ative options: Cassidy’s, where one can purchase spe-
cialty tea, coffee, chocolates and as you browse, check 
out their art.

Foxfire offers antiques, toys, clothing and hand made 
crafts plus always a friendly conversation.  

Of course there is the Madawaska Art Shop, Wilde-

Photo by Terry Alexander

...continued on page 7

...from page 5
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Ted Bartlett Team

Country Classics Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

BANCROFT, ONTARIO
www.remaxcountryclassics.com

Our success depends on others, and we really 
appreciate all the help we receive. For service
with integrity, call Ted, Jackalin or Marilyn at:

613-332-0444
1-800-663-4193

E: tedteamremax@gmail.com
www.tedremax.com

Marilyn Dillon
Sales Representative
613-202-2110

Ted Bartlett
Broker

613-334-6961

Jackalin O’Brien
Broker

613-334-6960

gang would lift them by hand! I remember Anne 
falling gracefully into the water after she lost her 
footing. We all gasped as she slowly sank under 
the surface of the water, only to reappear soaking 
wet and laughing like crazy, whew!

Sam Baptiste, a charismatic fella with long pig 
tails, as described by Joan, would often hang out 
with Jim. He would come over in his canoe and we 
can only imagine the tales that those two would 
have spun! Joan and son Don recall the time that 
neighbour Mr. Nourse forgot to raise the landing 
gear from his plane and flipped it upside down 
in the Lake. He survived thankfully but what a 
sight that must have been. Joan can’t say if artist 
David B. Milne visited Jim but that would have 
been cool. Coincidently, when the VanderZalms 
owned the Lodge, Robert Bateman showed up 
one day and asked Anne if there was somewhere 
good to do a landscape painting. Anne gave 
him our canoe and off he went. Years later our 
son John was working on his PHD, interviewed 
Bateman, who in turn gave John a book of his art 
with the inscription... Thanks Anne for lending 
me the canoe!

There is an old cold cellar under the Lodge, 
with an inscription in the cement “Dandy’s dug-
out”. Turns out to be named in honour of good 
old Fred Dandy, an elderly fella who had lost his 
wife and came to the cottage for the summer to 
help Jim do whatever. There was no hydro nor  
refrigeration earlier on and this was packed with 
ice to cool and store their fruits and veggies. There 
are footprints of a child in the concrete landing 
at the entrance of the Lodge, dated 1954. These 
turn out to be cousin Grant’s. A few years ago, he 
returned to Sunrise for old time’s sake. He cried 
when he saw his footprints as a young boy. We all 
get emotional when we “return to our roots”.

Jim did boat repairs, taught water skiing to 

anyone who wanted to learn and organized fish-
ing derbies. He was very unselfish in offering his 
time to make the Lake experience a memorable 
one. Jim was also a bit of a cheeky guy. Maybe 
what I am about to reveal is a little “off side” but 
here goes... Jim at one time worked at a meat 
packing and processing plant. He was able to  
“acquire” dried beef products and bring them 
to the cottage. He sunk a number of logs in the 
cove and tied them together to form a crib. Then 
he mixed the beef with bags of oats and barley. 
Guess who came for dinner? Pickerel!! Yes, may-
be not the appropriate way to attract fish, but...

Jim and Joan Burlison had 2 boys, Don who 
married Charlene, and Geordie who married  
Cindy. Don and Charlene have two daughters,  
Chelsy who is married to Craig and whom have 
a daughter Madeline. Their other daughter Katie 
plans to hold her wedding at Sunrise in the future.

It will be our pleasure to host their beautiful 
wedding on the property that their grandad built. 
More of the story in a future BLA Newsletter as 
we hope to share more of the Sunrise Story.

Geordie (middle) with cousins Philip (left) and Grant (right).

sunrise loDge ...continued from page 6

25

613-334-0861
www.bktree.ca
b.ktreeservice@hotmail.com

TREE REMOVAL 
Dangerous Tree Removal, Confined Spaces, Difficult Access

TREE PRUNING & MAINTENANCE
Structure Pruning, General Pruning, Crown Reduction, Deadwooding

FIREWOOD SALES  •  WOODCHIPS/MULCH SALES 

BOBBY KEARNS
Qualified Arborist
Licensed and InsuredVEHICLE GRAPHICS  SIGNS  OFFICE SUPPLIES
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of our Baptiste Lake residents have visited his 
beautiful home while on the studio tour. David 
has been involved with the regional studio tour 
(Bancroft and Area Studio Tour) for several sea-
sons and he has also played a small part in the 
inception of the nascent artist run facility in 
Bancroft (APFTA)

He is currently enjoying the relative seclu-
sion of living off grid but wondering if the line 
‘there ain’t no cure...’ applies as he makes fur-
niture and cabinetry in wood in the woods and 
then dreams of making it more expressive.  His 
finished custom work is in the homes of several 
lake residents.

David Ferguson, in his artist statement says, 
“I think we need to understand better how our 
minds and thinking actually work if we are to 
effectively deal with the immense challenges 
that our species is facing socially and environ-
mentally.” He has a short poem on the lid of a 
modern looking hall bench that reads: gloves, 
hats on or off - the fog of culture stays on- fitting 
close as skin. There is an existential mirror and 
a coat tree of enlightenment and enough other 
pieces to fill the room. Local hardwoods have 
been sourced and skillfully used for the wood-
work in a style sometimes refined rustic and 
sometimes contemporary but this is only the You are alone mirror by David Ferguson.

entry into the work. It’s really about some ideas 
that he has encountered in reading about minds 
and brains! 

When our social reality changes in a few 
months, there is reason to visit David’s exhib-
it and ponder that he vocalized before the virus 
changed our lives.  Tipping points.

DaviD ferguson ...continued from page 24
wood Art Gallery, the Black Spruce gallery, Toadstone 
Craftworks, the Hot Tub store right beside the LCBO.

Now back to the Shop Local. The slight sacrifice 
with shopping locally is that one needs to ship cer-
tain items. Our local Maynooth post office handles all 
these requirements with ease and without the delays of 
a larger post office.  It is extremely handy to have such 
quick service.

I would be remiss not to include the fabulous mer-
chants in Bancroft who have been so courageous as 
well in trying to maintain their businesses in such 
difficult times.  Ashlie’s book store has new and used 
books, games and the proprietor, August, can order 
most individual requests.  Down the street, you will 
find the V & S, Stedman’s, whose very inclusive in-

ventory has solved many a dilemma in finding just the 
right item. Home Hardware seeks to be highly versa-
tile as well offering the latest gadgets plus the ability 
to order if it’s not in the store. A highly trained, friend-
ly staff is a great compliment to make shopping much 
easier. Have you been to Alice’s Pantry, McMichael 
Jewellers, Zihua Boutique, the Art Gallery Gift Shop, 
Bird’s Creek Co-op,  A.J.’s  Footwear and so many 
more?  

I offer my apologies to those merchants I have not 
mentioned but I think that I make the point that it is 
totally possible to find what you need without opening 
the proverbial on-line pages that support other com-
munities. With all due respect, this encouragement 
to shop locally must be in consideration of the Covid 
advice for out of area folks. We need to support the 
smaller enterprises before they are lost forever. We 
can make a difference. Shop LOCAL.

Editors’ Note:
Be sure to thank all of our advertisers who have sup-

ported our newsletter for so many years by purchas-
ing their products. With their support we are able to 
inform all of our residents what is happening on the 
Lake, and more importantly, to donate funds to the 
Fish Hatchery, HH Library, local charities and kids 
organizations throughout the year.

Other BLA Activities to be considered
Kids fishing tournament, Golf Tournament
Annual General Meeting, Corn Roast
Music Festival,Triathlon

Photo by Cindy Belcastro

...from page 6
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Hey Grandad
By Paul Coleman

8

baptiste lake association log book 1950-1987
By Anne Coleman

The flash drive (shown on front cover) in the 
photograph contains all the records of the Bap-
tiste Lake Association Log book from 1950-1987. 
The digitization project is the dream child of 
Chris Chattwell, the careful archivist of the BLA 
written records. She approached the directors 
about 2 years ago to inquire if we could begin 
such a project. Fortunately it has been approved 
and the first phase is complete. Tiffany Daley, the 
Heritage and Youth Services Librarian who has  
museum record keeping training, accepted the 
job. The logbook in the picture is an awkward size 
so she had to work some magic in scanning and 
then seaming the pages together. Shelley Pick-
ard added to the project by donating her scanner 
which allows Tiffany to work from home, rather 
than after hours in the library. This digital file 
is posted on the webpage thanks to Eric Hooey 
and we know that, once you explore through the 
minutes you will find names repeated. These are 
the names of the loyal, committed members of 

the Association, many of whom have been on the 
lake for generations. Phase two is presently being 
constructed by Tiffany and we hope in these un-
certain times that all will go well. We look forward 
to phase 2. I call phase 3 the records that already  
appear on our webpage. It’s an honour to be part 
of a group who care about the lake and its envi-
rons so that future generations can find peace in 
all that it has to offer. It is absolutely critical that 
we keep the Lake clean no matter what it takes. 

It was amazing to read the original hard cov-
ered minute book which records the very first 
hand written notes for your Association in 1950. 
The scribe used an ink pen as one would see in an 
old movie. The hand writing is impeccable. There 
are no “strike outs”, no typos, nor erasures. It is 
what it was. Clear flowing penmanship that is not 
likely seen today. The original name of the BLA 
was “Baptiste Game and Fish Protective Associa-
tion”. It 1951 it was moved “ that the Association 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
2 Ranney Gorge Dr., Campbellford, ON

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION 
705.653.1116     877.653.1116

WHAT’S A HOME  
GENERATOR?
A standby home generator keeps your power 
on during an outage. It’s installed outside 
your house (like an AC unit) and comes on 
automatically - wheter you’re home or away. 
All within seconds of a power outage.

Plus home generators run on propane or 
natural gas, so there’s no refueling.

GECO INDUSTRIES IS 
YOUR LOCAL INSTALLER 
OF KOHLER STAND-BY 
GENERATORS
• In business since 1999
• 4 Service Technicians
• Large inventory of Generators,  
    Switches and Parts
• Turnkey systems
• Warranty
• Locally owned and operated
• Financing for as low as  
    $85/month

...continued on page 9
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...continued on page 9

“My friend’s dad won’t eat Pike because of the “Al-
phabet Bone”. What’s that all about?”

“Well Cooper, it’s called a “Y” bone and my buddy 
Max T. is a fisherman who likes a nice meal of Pike 
every now and then. Here is his method for preparing a 
delicious bone free meal.”

“Make diagonal cuts on both sides of the Pike just 
behind the gills (along the neck). Stop at the spine and 
then cut along the backbone to the tail. Don’t cut all 
the way through the tail. Then flip the fish and make a 
second cut like the last. Now you can hold on to the tail 
like a handle and wiggle the skin back and forth while 
holding the knife firmly as you remove the skin.”

“Take your knife and place it slightly inside the belly 
of the fish. Cut along the center-line of the fish, “open-
ing” the belly. Remove the guts and you have 2 large 
fillets full of bones.

 Remove the rib cages while leaving as much meat as 
possible.”

“Next, remove the strip of meat on top of the “Y” 
bones by running your tip down the “Y” bone line, at 

an angle, as you feel the bones “ticking”.
Then look for the line of white dots which is the dread-

ed “Y” bone. Switch to a 4” knife and cut about ¼” 
above this line while running your knife softly across 
the flesh of the fish. Stop when you hear the knife tip 
ticking against the bones as you move to the tail. Stop 
where the bones end. Here you will find 2 extra small 
fillets in the tail that have no bones.

Now make your final cut slightly below the “Y” bone 
at a 45 degree angle and pull the “Y” bone away from 
your fillet.  

The end result will be five (5) fillets of completely 
deboned delicious Pike.”

“Hey Grandad, that was so cool I checked it out on 
“Youtube”. This guy cleaned a Pike in 30 seconds! He 
cut around the neck, split down the belly, cut off the 
fins, sliced along both sides of the spine, threw away 
the guts, cut out the ribs, then he removed the “Y” bone 
and wiggled off the skin! He was left with two (2) large 
fillets!”

“Cooper, what’s a “U” tube?” 
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613.332.1516
BIRDSCREEKFARMSUPPLY.COM

29815 HWY 62 N, BANCROFT 

JEFF GRAF PERRY GRAF

being reflected by the snow. Don’t forget to cover 
your left temple when driving as that is more ex-
posed. Thankyou Dr. for your words of wisdom 
and to help prevent unnecessary skin damage.

I know that some of you are tired of hearing 
about water quality and soil erosion and septic 
maintenance. I too have felt that way. It is the same 
“stuff ” in every article. Why is it being repeated in 
so many journals time and time again? Who is not 
listening or is it that Nature can’t keep us to us? 
The danger that I realized is that I was becoming 
numb to reading the same thing over and over and 
almost getting to the point of giving up. Then I 
read an article from RIO DE JANEIRO “Don’t 
smell the Water”! Turns out that companies have 
been struggling to meet RIO’s surging demand for 
bottled water as taps that were already supplying 

the population with a foul tasting, smelly liquid 
suddenly ran dry. For more than a month, tap wa-
ter in several parts of Rio has been cloudy, some-
times brown. Authorities said that the issue was 
caused by geosmin, a naturally occurring organic 
compound produced by algae. Activated charcoal 
and clay have been added to the water in a bid to 
neutralize its odour and taste. Things got worse 
when detergent was also found in the water sup-
plied to the population. Coupled with that, mil-
lions of Brazilians do not have access to sewage 
collection. You may recall that the Zika virus epi-
demic of 2018 caused havoc at their Olympics. 

Anyhow, thanks for letting me rant, I hope 
that we all band together more so now that the 
Covid-19 virus is here. The Earth is getting a pol-
lution reset and I hope that we will all be better 
off for it.

The BLA is a member of the Federation of 
Cottagers Association. Our past President Mar-
lin Horst is now the President of FOCA who 
represents our interests at a very high level. 
Marlin has provided us with a nice summary of 
the topics and work in progress.

The Annual General Meeting was held this 
past March and the following are some of the 
highlights:
Confirmation of FOCA’s strategic priorities

• Strengthening Lake Associations
• Effective Government Relations
• Science in Action
• Bridging Gaps in our Rural Communities

Active Files include
• Electricity pricing
• Flooding and high water issues
• Conservation Authorities
• Property Tax Re-Assessment
• Bill 132

Important FOCA programs and topics
• Cottage succession
• Risk management for associations
• Lake Partner water monitoring
• Microplastic and Ontario Lakes
• Asian Carp
• Septic re-inspection

lake talk ...continued from page 28

feDeration of cottagers association (foca)
Go to the FOCA website www.foca.on.ca and get 

more details about how FOCA works for you and 
Lake Baptiste. Thank you Marlin for your tireless 
efforts and unwavering support to the BLA.

Recent changes to the BLA website 
and support utilities

By Eric Hooey
Since my last update on the BLA Website a few 

Newsletters ago, several changes have been made to 
the BLA website and to the offline programs used to 
support the activities of the BLA. In this article, I will 
describe some of them. Several of these changes were 
relatively trivial and some were not so trivial. The de-
scription of the change is not always indicative of the 
difficulty or time taken to implement the change. 

Recently, changes were made to the menus to make 
The Lake Plan link easier to find by adding it to the 
top level menu and splitting the links that were on the 
previous Lake Plan page into 3 categories, “The Lake 
Plan’, ‘Research’ and ‘Implementation’ each with 
their own page. Also the remaining sub items on the 
former ‘Baptiste Lake’ menu were added as sub menu 
items on the ‘Lake Talk’ menu. In addition, a new 
menu item was added for the ‘Lost and Found’ page 
as a sub menu item on the ‘Lake Talk’ menu.

In order to make the BLA Mission Statement more 
prominent, it was relocated from the bottom of the 
Home page content to the top of the page and ‘Read 
more’ and ‘Read less’ buttons were added to display 
just the first paragraph or to display the entire Mission 
statement. At the same time, the remaining content 
of the page (i.e. Important announcements from the 
BLA) was made to be database driven to make add-
ing and removing posts to the page much easier and 
quicker.

Changes were made to the photos that display on 
pages other than the Home Page. The number of pos-
sible photos was increased from 7 to 15 and the size 
was standardized so the amount of space taken on the 
page by the photo is the same from page to page.  The 
quality of the photos was increased as well.

Changes were made to uploading photos to automat-
ically handle image rotation. Even if the image was 
taken upside-down with your phone, it will be dis-
played correctly on the Photos Page. The main Photos 
page was modified to display thumbnails rather than 
the actual photo to reduce the load time of the page.  
An offline utility was created to create the thumbnails.

A change was made to the New User Account re-
quest logic. Instead of needing the hardworking Web-

site Admin (Shelley) to approve each new request, an 
email is sent to the requestor with a link, which en-
ables their account when clicked. This not only speeds 
up the process of creating a new account but it also 
reduces the workload of the Website Admin and ver-
ifies the user’s email address which makes the whole 
process more secure.

Regular updates were made to the Home, News,  
Community Events and the BLA Events pages by the 
Website Admin (Shelley) and myself to keep the mem-
bership up to date with newsworthy items applicable 
to the membership.

Various new links were added to the Links page and 
broken links were repaired or removed.

All web pages that referenced our old email  
address were updated to use our new address  
MyBaptisteLake@gmail.com.

Due to the Web Camera at Country Fare no longer 
being operational, the Webcam page was modified. 

...continued on page 10



1010

• DOORS
• POWER TOOLS
• PAINT
• ELECTRICAL
• DOCKS
• HARDWARE

• SIDING
• PLYWOOD
• PLUMBING
• DECKS
• LUMBER
• DRYWALL

• ROOFING
• KITCHENS
• PANELLING
• INSTALLATION
• WINDOWS
• TRUSSES

WILSON TIMBER MART
HWY #62, 1 Km South of Bancroft

613-332-3424

• DOORS
• POWER TOOLS
• PAINT
• ELECTRICAL
• DOCKS
• HARDWARE

• SIDING
• PLYWOOD
• PLUMBING
• DECKS
• LUMBER
• DRYWALL

• ROOFING
• KITCHENS
• PANELLING
• INSTALLATION
• WINDOWS
• TRUSSES

WILSON TIMBER MART
HWY #62, 1 Km South of Bancroft

613-332-3424

searching for lake trout
By Mike Dicintio

On October 20th 
2019 just after sunset, 
Frank, Paul, Wally 
and I hopped in our 
boats and headed 
out on Baptiste Lake 
with hopes of see-
ing some lake trout 
around their spawn-
ing beds.  We split 
up in teams of 2, 
checking the primary 
spawning beds with 
flash lights.

While we were out, 
we placed an under-

water video camera (Akasko Brave 4) at one of the 
spawning beds. Unfortunately, it was too dark to 
see anything on video without a light.

Although we did find the ideal spawning sub-
strate, water temps were around 53-54 F and we 
may have been a bit too early.  

For the next few days we tested the camera 
during daylight. We got a few nice videos of the 
spawning beds on their own without the interfer-
ence of us being nearby in a boat. 

 Placement and angle of the camera was quite 
the challenge, especially in the wind.  At first plac-
ing it flat on the bottom didn’t show more than 
a few rocks, so I mounted the camera up on a 4ft 
fiberglass pole facing on a downward angle. At 
bottom of the pole I used half a minnow trap load-
ed with some rocks to hold it down. This method 
gave the best, widest view of the spawning beds.

After reviewing almost 40 hours of footage, we 
found a total of 4 pike, 1 small mouth, 1 walleye 
(aka pickerel) and finally on the very last day 1 

lake trout swimming through the rocky spawning 
beds. The lake trout video was on October 30th at 
9:15 am on one of the spawning beds at Million-
aires Island, Water temperature was 50.5 F (ideal 
spawning temprature) and it was dead calm.   

After Halloween the winds just got too strong 
for us to get out there, so we were forced to pack up 
for the season. All in all it was a great experience, 
I learned a lot, had a good time, met some great 
people and will be better prepared for next year. 
For the next time around, we have an underwa-
ter dive light to attach to the camera for overnight 
footage of the spawning beds which should help 
get a proper video of spawning in action. 

 The main goal here is to restock Baptiste with 
its own lake trout. We are very lucky to have this 
incredibly rare species of lake trout right here in 
our backyards, this fish is an icon of the high-
lands and a recognized heritage species. You will 
not find them anywhere else in the world which is 
why they are such an important part of this lake.  
Hopefully the Haliburton golden lake trout on 
Baptiste will be here to stay.

Wally McCool also tracking Lake Trout.
Mike Dicintio assist in tracking 
Lake Trout.

The program to send personalized emails to the 
Membership and to the Web Users was modified to 
send messages using HTML instead of plain text, 
which allow formatting (font, font size, text colour).

Several mass personalized emails were sent to the 
Membership if we had your correct email address.  In 
keeping with my commitment not to send more than 
10 emails a year, 5 emails were sent last year and 2 
emails so far this year. If you are not getting these 
emails, please send your correct email address to My-
BaptisteLake@gmail.com.

In December last year, our Web Hosting provider 
(GoDaddy) did an upgrade and moved our database 
to a new server. Unfortunately the email advising me 

of the upcoming change was sent to an old email ad-
dress from when we contracted with GoDaddy and the 
email account was not being monitored. Not a prob-
lem, because the changes were transparent to you, the 
users of the website but not so to me, the maintainer of 
the website. In the course of working with GoDaddy 
to resolve my issues, it was determined that our web-
site was infected with malware which did not affect 
normal operation of the website but only search re-
sults when entering searches like “Baptiste Lake As-
sociation” with the search capability of any browser. 
Instead of getting a link to our site you got a link to 
an online drug retailer. I had previously noticed this 
happening but had no idea why. In order to resolve the 
problem, I upgraded our subscription with GoDaddy 
to remove the malware and to do regular scans in fu-
ture to prevent a reoccurrence.

Also included in this subscription upgrade was using 
https instead of plain http for all communication. This 
means that the BLA Website is now using encryption 
for all data sent to and from the Host Server and your 
device. The paddle lock icon will now appear beside 
the URL in most browsers (Google Chrome, Safa-
ri, Firefox, Internet Explorer, Edge) and you will no 
longer get a “Insecure Connection warning message” 
when logging into the BLA website as previously was 
the case with some browsers.

A special area to store the internal documents of the 
BLA was created with on line access to current Direc-
tors via password authentication. 

A program was written to manage and invoice our 
advertiser, which makes for better record keeping and 
reduces workload for the directors (Shelley and Paul) 
involved in procuring and managing Advertisers.

“This page generated at date/time’’ was added to the 
footer of all web pages.

The internal send email functionality was modified 
to use a more current and secure function call.

Several internal changes were made to make it easier 
for me to maintain the website.

...from page 9

Eric at work. Drawing by Anne Colemen
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from far and wide to build shelving in the store, 
planting trees and bringing us into a new era of 
technology, not an easy task.

Love is waking up each morning having 
the privilege to love where your home is locat-
ed, love that we can have social connections 
and relationships with those that visit us here  
either to stay in the cottages or bring the family 
for ice cream after enjoying a day on the Lake 
or a convenient walk to the store. It is truly a  
pleasure to be able to walk downstairs and serve 
our “Happy I am on vacation customers” or like 
a Cheer’s Bar where your regular neighbour-
hood friends stop by for a visit. Sabe, has always 
loved a good story, either to tell one or to hear 
one. Sharing hilarious parts of their lives, it is 
all part of the relaxing atmosphere we enjoy and 
hope you do too? We still manage to have time 
to enjoy fishing, visiting, and campfires as well 
as so many other activities. We look forward to 
your visits.

“Life doesn’t make any sense without interdepen-
dence. We need each other, and the sooner we learn 
that, the better for us all.” - Erik H. Erikson. 

belcast cottages ...continued from page 20

Proud boy caught this 2 lbs. bass on August 29, 1998.

Erik H. Erikson was a German-born  
psychoanalyst who became one of the most  
famous and influential thinkers of the  
twentieth century.

Background Information to the Creation of the 
Proposed Shoreline and Tree Preservation Bylaw

By Anne Coleman

AT THE PROVINCIAL LEVEL
SHORELANDS ARE PROTECTED BY LAW 

Conservation Authorities, the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Parks Canada have laws and 
regulations governing docks, boathouses and other 
shoreline structures. 

AT THE COUNTY LEVEL
Hastings County has a new Official Plan as of 

2018.  Therein is found clear direction on creating 
policies and bylaws protecting and improving the en-
vironmental well-being of the County, therefore our 
Municipality.

AT THE MUNICIPAL LEVEL
The draft Shoreline and Tree Preservation Bylaw 

has been introduced and has had its first reading.  
The primary goal of the Bylaw is to fulfill  the Leg-
islation from the Province of Ontario and the County 
of Hastings to regulate shoreline activity and vegeta-
tive buffers. The next draft reading is May 19, 2021.

• As a background to the work done up to 2009 by 
the BLA Lake Plan Committee, we offer in this ar-
ticle the text from the Lake Plan based on the old 
Official Plan.  The new Official Plan reflects import-
ant changes in attitude by government regarding 
the extreme importance of preserving our environ-
ment, education of those persons owning property 
and thereby being stewards of their land. Here is the 
link for the new Official Plan: https://hastingscounty.
com/government/planning-development/county-of-
ficial-plan/

The Baptiste ‘Lake Plan’ Committee was well 
ahead of its time in recognizing the dangers to the 
lake and recommending implementations to rectify 
these changes.

THE TEXT BELOW IS COPIED FROM THE 
BAPTISTE LAKE ASSOCIATION LAKE PLAN, 
2009.  P. 34

January 12, 2002, prepared by the Ainley Group in 
...continued on page 12
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hastings highlanDs state of the  
community highlights

By Paul Coleman

Now is a good time to reflect on how well our 
new Council, the reshuffled administration and 
outside staff have done. I have read the Mayor’s 
State of the Community Report and have re-
searched some of the topics on our behalf. Should 
you have issues with the Town, I suggest that your 
Administration is most receptive and do not bite. 
If my facts appear to be incorrect you can rest as-
sured that my good friend Bill Cheshire will let me 
know… right Bill?

Personally, the roads this past winter have 
been very well maintained. It seems recently 
that a lot of preventative work has been done to 
the ditches to limit runoff from the hills. Thank 
you for your efforts. The pothole patch crew did 
an amazing job during the summer and fall even 
though it seemed to be an endless task. I gather 
that there are limited funds to do a proper job but 
hopefully we can replace some of the worst pave-
ment challenges by being added to the upcoming 
capital project list. Apparently, funds have been 
approved by the Federal and Provincial Govern-
ments to address Highway 62 north of Maynooth 
to Maple Leaf. The Federal Gas Tax Rebate funds 
will not be used for “Discretionary” purposes but 
rather “Obligatory”, meaning they may be used 
for improving roads. Similarly, we have received 
$615,000 from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing which I believe is going into a discre-
tionary reserve. Of interest, the Town sold 4 lots in 
Birds Creek which must be developed to support  
4 rental units on each parcel of land which will 

help address the local housing shortage and  
increase assessment for taxes.

It seems a long time ago that last spring created 
extreme flooding throughout the region. Many of 
us wondered why the Province has not institut-
ed better catchment basins to direct run off and 
to help avoid widespread erosion. To the Town’s 
credit, over 30 culverts and aging infrastructure 
were replaced last summer. It was impressive to 
learn that most of the work was conducted by 
our staff and with our equipment. Limited funds 
for the use of rented heavy duty equipment were  
required. Had we contracted this work out it may 
have doubled the cost. Thank you for handling 
the traffic with minimal delays and conducting 
much of the work late at night. We have applied to 
the Province under the Disaster Relief Assistance  
Program to help compensate our expenses. I also 

...continued on page 13

rklee445@hotmail.com

Belleville. The Official Plan (OP) provides guidance 
for the physical development and planning decisions 
of the municipality while having regard for social, eco-
nomic and environmental matters to ensure that the 
specific needs of the community are met. The County 
is currently undertaking a review of the Official Plan, 
which provides a good opportunity to update current 
policy. 

The “rural” designation covers about 90 percent of 
Baptiste Lake’s watershed, including about 95 percent 
of the shoreline. The rural designation permits a num-
ber of land uses that may not be compatible with the 
residential and commercial character of the lake. For 
example, it provides very little policy direction on the 
maintenance of natural buffers. 

Many other rural/lake municipalities have created 
a separate waterfront designation that separates the 
rural policies from those that apply to the waterfront. 
The Hastings County OP policies that permit develop-
ment in Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSW) are 
out-dated, and must now be revised to be consistent 
with the Provincial Policy Statement (2005), which 
prohibits new development on PSW located on the Ca-
nadian Shield. 

No maps are provided in the OP to identify devel-
opment constraints, such as steep slopes, narrow wa-
ter-bodies or critical fish habitat. This information 
should be in the Official Plan so that people will un-
derstand the development restrictions. 

Recommendations – Land Use 
• Buildings on the lake should be built on a scale that 

allows the landscape to remain dominant. Develop-
ments that substantially change geographic or land-
scape profiles – the language of the lake – should be 
discouraged. 

• The BLA should work with the Federation of Ontar-

io Cottage Associations (FOCA) and MNR to continue 
lobbying the provincial government to continue with 
the “no development” policy on Crown Land. 

• The BLA should support the Municipality of Hast-
ings Highlands and Hastings County in the practice 
of discouraging the development of back lots – that is, 
lots behind lakefront lots – that would place further 
stress on Baptiste Lake. 

• The BLA should work with the Municipality of Hast-
ings Highlands to update the official plan and zoning 
bylaws, and to prepare a communications and regula-
tory program regarding the rehabilitation and protec-
tion of shoreline areas. It is recognized that the main-
tenance of natural shoreline buffers is an ecologically 
sound practice that prevents erosion, maintains water 
quality, protects wildlife and the fishery, and enhances 
the view scape. 

As you take time to look at the proposed Shoreline 
and Tree Preservation Bylaw, much is in line with the 
above recommendations.  We still have great poten-
tial in regaining if not reversing some of the negative 
environmental situations we find ourselves lament-
ing over.

...from page 11
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understand that the Williams Lake Road Bridge 
was wiped out at Easter time yet temporarily  
replaced on Easter Monday. This is reassuring 
that we may also be supported around the Lake 
should disaster strike. Speaking of which, the 
Town has further enhanced the Emergency Man-
agement Program whereby the Mayor, CAO and 
department heads meet regularly to discuss local 
needs, and network with other Municipalities and  
Ministries for support. If you have any concerns 
give them a call like I have inquired about our boat 
launch which is on their radar to repair.

Our dumps, more affectionately called waste 
disposal sites, previously known as the Baptiste 
Shopping mall, are in a bit of turmoil. We have 
lost the previous recycling company and are in 
the midst of forming an agreement with a new  
company. You may want to check out a poten-
tial anaerobic digester being talked about by the  
District of Nova Scotia. It is something that we 
and other Towns may consider to convert their 
organic waste into power. I think that we must  
reinvent how we do things as Mother Nature keeps 
reminding us that we are in trouble.

Some of the Town’s community centers are  
being “decommissioned” i.e. shut down. Some 
generated $300 in revenue and cost $10,000 to 
maintain. Sounds like the Bank of Nova Scotia 
shutting down in Maynooth... A sign of the times.

The Town has introduced a program called 
AMPS (Administrative Monetary Penalty Sys-
tem) Our by-law Officer and Fire Chief now have 
the authority to fine irresponsible property owners 
and add any fine or clean up charge to their tax 
bill. Previously, owners were taken to court and 
the costs often far exceeded the fines. Accordingly, 

community highlights ...continued from page 12

our Officers refer to the Municipal Act of  
Ontario for guidance, give a warning, follow up with 
a notice of fine and eventually place the charges 
on the tax bill. This process gives an immediate  
resolution to the infraction and keeps revenue in 
the Municipality.

Septic system inspections are on the Town’s  
radar, more so around water ways. Their approach 
for now is Educational. A review of current regu-
lations is being vetted for fairness and consistency 
throughout the region. You may want to ask your 
septic disposal owner to give you an assessment of 
the health of your system. 

Spring 
arrival of 
Bufflehead 
Ducks by 
Anne  
Coleman

Diana Gurley
About the Artist

I was born in Maracaibo, Venezuela, and educated 
in Venezuela and the U.S.A.  Art was always an im-
portant part of my life, even as a young girl, draw-
ing and painting were my favourite pastimes. My 
family moved to Trinidad in 1953 where I met and 
married my husband, Malcolm. In 1957 a company 
transfer brought Malcolm and me to Jamaica where 
I studied painting under the guidance of Barry Wat-
son, one of Jamaica’s best known artists.  I became 
an active member of the Jamaica Art Association 
and participated in many art exhibitions during our 
ten years in Jamaica. 

In 1967 we moved to Toronto where I joined the 
Willowdale Group of Artists serving on several 
committees and exhibiting my work in many juried 
shows. Later settling on our property on Baptiste 
Lake, I joined the Art Gallery of Bancroft Com-
mittee in 1994 and served as President for several 
years, retiring in 2012. As an active member of the 
East Central Ontario Artists Association, I exhibit-
ed my work in many ECOAA juried shows. 

Living at our home on the shores of Baptiste Lake, 
which Malcolm and I fondly called “The Gurley 
Hacienda”, has provided me with so much joy. Not 
only does the beauty of the lake inspire many of my 
paintings, but also the support of other BLA mem-
bers who enjoy painting as well.  Here in my won-
derful art studio, surrounded with such beauty…

there is always inspiration for another painting.  
Shows – Solo or Group:
January 1996 - “3 in the Gallery” group show at 

the Art Gallery of Bancroft 
August 1997 “Views & Visions I” Solo show at 

T.D.’s Art Shoppe, Bancroft
May 1999 “Views & Visions II” Solo show at the 

Art Gallery of Bancroft.
October 2005 “My Two Worlds” Solo show at the 

Art Gallery of Bancroft  
August 2012 “Views & Visions III” Solo show at 

the Art Gallery of Bancroft
Awards:
Awards from Art Gallery of Bancroft juried exhi-

bitions: Best Drawing in 2000 , portrait of “Dagmar,
Honourable Mention  Award - Watercolour in 

2001, for “Chained Canoe”, Best Watercolour  
“Abandoned”, Best Drawing , 2007 “Nude #4”, 
Watercolour Honourable Mention Award a 2008 for 
“Early Morning Canoe” and 2011 Watercolour Hon-
ourable Mention Award for “Twlight at the Farm”.  

My paintings are in private and corporate collec-
tions in Canada, United States, Jamaica, Barbados, 
Trinidad, England and Germany.

Acrylic on canvas, October 2020
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Diana Gurly relaxing while not painting.

We’re more than just roofing!
Visit our design centre for help with your next project.

856 11th Line Belmont, Havelock      705-639-0688
                www.hbmmetalroofing.com

Pike in Baptiste
By Michael DiCintio

Pike Tournament
The Baptiste Lake Association will be hosting a 

Pike Tournament sometime in the fall depending on 
Covid restrictions. This will be a non-profit event. 
All funds will end up going towards long overdue 
fishery enhancement projects for Baptiste Lake. We 
have been waiting for our Lake trout restocking pro-
gram to be approved, hopefully for this year. The 
next most important project will be spawning bed 
enhancements for Walleye and Lake Trout.

 The Pike tournament will be a great way to balance 
out the lake by putting pressure on the invasive pike 
while funding projects to restore the population of 
the other fish. Registration forms, rules and details 
will be posted to BaptisteLake.org.  If you are in-
terested in volunteering for any of these projects, or 
have any questions about the tourney you can email 
me at m_dicintio@hotmail.com.

Pike Problem
 Right now Northern Pike are among the most 

abundant fish species in Baptiste Lake. In 2011 a net-
ting survey showed they only represented 4% of the 
fish population, but a whopping 12% by 2016. Even 
though they are very fun to catch and taste great, 
they pose a problem to a few other species of fish 
that were here before them. They have been making 
it very difficult for Muskie, Lake trout, largemouth 
bass and walleye to survive here and could even have 
contributed to the disappearance of the Lake White-
fish and Burbot. 

 Pike spawn one month before Muskie. Just after 
ice out the Pike will head for the shallow weedy areas 
of the lake and cruise the shorelines to spawn. Since 
Muskie and Pike spawn in the same areas, those larg-
er Pike fry stick around, growing and waiting for the 

Muskie eggs to hatch so they can eat them.  In larg-
er bodies of water, where there are multiple similar 
spawning areas this does not pose as much of a prob-
lem as there will always end being a few batches of 
Muskie eggs in spots the pike have not yet spawned 
in. Since Pike have reached such an alpha status in 
Baptiste, they hover around much of the Largemouth 
spawning grounds and will feed on Bass fry, as well 
as push them off their spawning beds leaving the 
Bass eggs vulnerable to Perch, Rock Bass and oth-
er Pan fish. They also compete for food (Perch and 

...continued on page 15
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During the period of the Covid-19 virus, 
the library remained open for staff to continue 
working their regular hours, but was closed to 
the public.  Staff took the opportunity to bet-
ter organize on-line learning capabilities espe-
cially for our students, to continue the creation 
of digital heritage records and to revamp the 
circulation shelves to better serve patrons on 
our return to normalcy.  The Staff needs to be 
applauded for their selflessness.

For those new to the area, the Hastings High-
lands Public Library (HHPL) is located in the 
heart of Maynooth, in the same building as 
the Hastings Highlands Municipal office. The 
Library strives to inspire lifelong learning to 
advance knowledge and to strengthen our com-
munity.  Over the past few years, we have seen 
an increase in library use and is quickly be-
coming the hub of our community.  Our mod-
ern facilities include a business centre, several 
large activity areas and a program room with a 
kitchen, which can be booked for events.  Some 
of the services that are offered to our communi-
ty include: Internet access and WIFI, 11 com-
puter workstations, Online Public Access Cat-
alogue accessible from home, Overdrive access 
– allows downloading of e-books to an MP3, 
iPod or e-reader, InterLibrary Loan, Business 
Centre (fax, photocopy, scanning), E-Resourc-
es (Britannica, A-Z Travel, Novelist), E-maga-
zines, and a Cultural Corner showing monthly 
displays of local art.

The HHPL offers a variety of services to ap-
peal to patrons of all ages.  Our regular weekly 

programming and special events can be found 
on our website and you can follow us on Face-
book. As an example, we have ordered books 
for the annual ‘Forest of Reading’ adventure.  
Books by Canadian authors have been obtained 
in the following three categories:  Blue Spruce 
Picture Books (Ages 4-7), Silver Birch Express 
(Ages 8-10) and Silver Birch Fiction (Ages 
8-12).  Ask for a ‘Forest of Reading Passport’ at 
the front desk for each child to track the books 
they have read. If you have any questions or 
need to find out more information about your 
library, please contact us through the informa-
tion below:

613-338-2262
librarian@hastingshighlandslibrary.ca,

hastingshighlandslibrary.ca
The Hastings Highlands Library is here for 

you to use.  We look forward to seeing you soon!

Hastings
   Highlands
       Public
          Library

welcome to your library!
By Anne Coleman

Lake Herring) with walleye and lake trout.

 Where to Catch Pike?
 This really depends on the time of year, time of 

day and most importantly water temperature. In the 
spring Pike will be found in shallow weedy areas. As 
the water warms they will start to retreat to the cool-
er areas of the Lake setting up around shelfs that are 
close to deeper drop offs. I find Lipless crankbaits 
and jerk baits work well casting towards a shoreline 
or patch of weeds.  If you know a clear path close 
to a weed line you can cover more water by trolling 
either of those baits, or even slow trolling a worm 
harness with a minnow.

Cleaning Pike for Dinner
 If prepared properly Pike can taste great. The Fish 

should be kept in an aerated live well until killed 
and bled out properly by cutting the gills and sever-
ing the artery in the spine close to the tail. Leaving 
the bleeding fish in water will help the blood escape 
at leave you with a much better tasting fillet. If the 
fish is left to suffocate without being bled out, the 

blood can soak into the meat. I find the easiest meth-
od to fillet the fish is to cut the whole fillet as one 
piece and then work the Y bones out in one strip, 
rather than the “5 cut method” which leaves many 
pin bones and takes more time. 

Pickled Pike
 Most people release “hammer handles” or smaller 

pike that seem too hard to clean, but this size is per-
fect for pickling! It is very easy, all you have to do 
is cut the fillet off with Y bones still in, cut the meat 
into chunks and leave in a salt & vinegar brine for 6 
days. Rinse well and put the meat into a fresh jar of 
vinegar, sugar, salt and spices. The pickling process 
will melt those thin bones.

 I am hoping that anglers on Baptise will spend 
more time targeting and keeping Pike for food. We 
may never get rid of them, but we sure can put a dent 
in their population. Pike are not native to Baptiste 
and were not stocked here with any authorization. 
They are invasive but they have not yet been legally 
recognized as such. We are currently in discussion 
with the Ministry about this. Hope to see you all out 
on the Lake for the Tournament!

...from page 14



16

Shoreline and Tree Preservation Bylaw 2021
Below is the main content of the proposed Shoreline 

Preservation Bylaw which will receive second reading 
May 19, 2021.  Not included are the fine schedules.  For 
your own research you can find the links to the bylaw 
on the Hastings Highlands Municipality website at this 
link: https://hastingshighlands.ca/2021/02/04/6300

The Baptiste Lake Association has presented Council 
with an official letter stating the Association’s support in 
principle of the bylaw, plus other correspondence from 
the creators of the Lake Plan.  Also, recommendations 
for amendments to the bylaw as being presented to 
Council in delegations made by Interlakes and the BLA.

The following text refers to Bylaw 2021-006 for  
the Corporation of the Municipality of Hastings  
Highlands

To Conserve, Prohibit, Protect, Restrict, And Regulate 
The Protection, Preservation And Removal Of Trees 
And Vegetation And Site Alterations On Shoreline And 
Site Alterations On Shoreline Properties Within The 
Municipality Of Hastings Highlands 

THIS IS A BYLAW RESPECTING THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL WELL-BEING OF THE MUNICIPALITY

 A Municipality may require and regulate the cleaning 
and clearing of land, not including buildings, or to clear 
refuse or debris from the land; 

 A local Municipality has the authority to prohibit and 
regulate with respect to public nuisances, including mat-
ters that are or could become or cause public nuisances;  

A Municipality has the authority to prohibit and regu-
late the destruction or injuring of trees; 

 A Municipality has the authority to require that a Per-
mit be obtained for the injuring or destruction of trees or 
any class of trees specified in the bylaw and impose con-
ditions including those relating to the manner in which 
destruction occurs and the qualification of persons au-
thorized to destroy or injure trees;

 A Municipality has the authority to enact a bylaw to 

prohibit or regulate the placing or dumping of fill, the 
removal of topsoil, alteration of the grade of the land; 

 A Municipality has the authority to add fees and 
charges to the tax roll for a property and collect them in 
the same manner as municipal taxes; 

A Municipality has the authority to pass bylaws pro-
viding that a person who contravenes a bylaw of the 
Municipality passed under Municipal Act is guilty of an 
offence; 

A Municipality has the authority to establish a system 
of fines for offences under a bylaw of the Municipality 
passed under the Municipal Act; 

The Municipality authorizes that where any bylaw of 
a Municipality under the Municipal Act is contravened 
and a conviction entered, in addition to any other rem-
edy and to any penalty imposed by the bylaw, the court 
in which the conviction has been entered and any court 
of competent jurisdiction thereafter may make an order 
prohibiting the continuation or repetition of the offence 
by the person convicted and requiring the person con-
victed to correct the contravention; 

 Amendments authorize a Municipality to permit the 
power of entry to be exercised by an employee, officer 
or agent of the Municipality and that entry on land at 
any reasonable time for the purpose of carrying out an 
inspection to determine whether or not the bylaw of the 
Municipality passed under the Municipal Act is being 
complied with; 

Amendments authorize that where a Municipality is 
satisfied that a contravention of a bylaw of the Munici-
pality passed under the Municipal Act has occurred, the 
Municipality may make an order requiring the person 
who contravened the bylaw or who caused or permitted 
the contravention or the owner or occupier of the land 
on which the contravention occurred to discontinue the 
contravening activity; 

Section 446 of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, 

By Anne Coleman

...continued on page 17
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CCaarriinngg  tthhrroouugghh  CCuullttuurree

The Village Playhouse
Live Music & Theatre

Film Screenings
Children’s Programming

Event & Mee�ng Space �entals

Operated by Hospice North Has��gs

613.332.8014

www.bancro�villageplayhouse.ca
www.boxofficebancro�.com

Located in a historic building 
in the heart of Bancroft

villageplayhousebancro�

marc l. gagnon ...continued from page 16

www.mlgagnon.com, you will see the long list 
of accomplishments and service Marc has giv-
en to his peers. As well as inspiring colleagues, 
Marc has run countless workshops to share his 
knowledge and creativity. He has a very clear, 
simple manner of explaining techniques to the 
students thereby encouraging them to keep 
the learning process uncomplicated. His main 
message is that the individual, who wishes to 
make progress in painting, must paint as much 
as possible. It is only then, that the discoveries 
are engrained and developed. That is the truth 
for anything. The more one practices, the more 
one becomes expert.

Barb and Marc have lived full-time on the 
lake for the past three years. They continue to 
sculpt their home, which started as a “tiny” 
home concept to now, a very attractive, unique 
home within which light sources, height,  
design and decorative yet functional elements 
are complimenting each other resulting in an 
extremely pleasing living space. They realize 
now by living here full time that the lake has 

a very different vibe of peace and connection 
with nature during the winter than the frenzy 
of the summer and it is becoming their pref-
erence. Winter is a recovery time from the on-
slaughts of the winter.  This leads the artist to 
find new expression of familiar subjects.  

I invite you to visit Marc’s website to gain 
a clearer picture of his fantastic versatility in 
style and use of colour.  His work is a collector’s 
must. We are most fortunate that Marc calls 
Baptiste Lake home and that he gives credence 
to the power this lake has to inspire people.

Grandeur (Watercolour)

c.25, as amended, authorizes that where a Municipality 
has passed a bylaw under the Municipal Act the Munic-
ipality has the authority under the Municipal Act or any 
other Act to direct or require a person to do a matter or 
thing, the Municipality may also provide that, in default 
of it being done by the person directed or required to 
do it, the matter or thing shall be done at the person’s 
expense; 

 The Council for the Municipality of Hastings High-
lands deems it desirable and in the public interest to 
enact a Tree and Vegetation Preservation and Site Al-
teration Bylaw for the environmental well-being of the 
Municipality and for protecting areas adjacent to the 
shorelines of lakes, rivers and navigable waterways for 
the purpose of: 

• Achieving consistency with the Provincial Policy 
Statement, 2020;

• Achieving the objectives of the Official Plan for the 
County of Hastings; 

• No further loss of natural shorelines within the Mu-
nicipality of Hastings Highlands; 

• Achieving a greater proportion of natural/native veg-
etative continuous cover; 

• Achieving a minimum 75 percent natural/native veg-
etative cover overall;

• Achieving a minimum 50 percent high quality natu-
ral vegetative cover; 

• Achieving naturalized riparian areas on lakes and 
along rivers/streams; 

• Achieving increased ecological health based on the 
status of indicator species and maintenance of natural 
biodiversity; 

• Minimize the destruction or injuring of trees, natural 
vegetation, habitat and natural areas; 

• Regulating and controlling the removal, maintenance 
and protection of trees and natural vegetation; 

• Reduction of negative impacts on the environment; 
• Protecting significant and sensitive natural areas of 

natural and significant interest; 
• Contributing to human health and quality of life; 
• Maintaining water quality; 
• Reducing airborne pollution; 
• Maintaining and enhancing natural habitat; 
• Preventing soil erosion and water run-off; 
• Preventing topographical changes to the properties in 

the shoreline areas; 
• Protecting, promoting and enhancing the aesthetic 

values of land; 
• Protecting fish habitat as defined in the Fisheries 

Act, Revised Statute of Canada 1985; and 
• Minimizing stress on watercourses and water bod-

ies. 
• It has become expedient for the general and long 

term welfare of the inhabitants of the Municipality of 
Hastings Highlands to maintain and improve all shore-
line areas within the Municipality by conserving in a 
natural vegetative state and/or improving the natural 
state of the shoreline area, 30 metres (98.4 ft.) inland 
from the highwater mark of all waterbodies in the Mu-
nicipality.

For the purpose of this article, the “Whereas” intro-
duction to each of the proposed sections of the bylaw 
was deleted to simplify the reading. The remaining text 
is copied from the proposed draft bylaw. If by the time 
the newsletter is distributed and an actual amended by-
law is in place, this article will be historical background. 

There is a draft Bylaw 2021-021, Comprehensive 
Zoning By-law on the table as well.  Readings of this 
bylaw are March 31st, June 2nd, and final reading, July 
21, 2021.  Please see the Hastings Highlands Website at 
this link for further details: https://hastingshighlands.ca/
have-your-say-hastings-highlands/

...from page 16
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Phone: 888.925.5580
Email: info@hudsonhenderson.com
69 Hastings Street, Bancroft, ON

FOR ALL YOUR  
INSURANCE NEEDS
Auto | Commercial | Home
• Auto
• Health Benefits
• Life
• Marine
• Boat
• Travel

• Business
• Farm
• Recreational
• Sporting
• Truck
• Commercial

how to Deter cougars from my backyarD?
From Canadian Wildlife Federation

Ok, ok, I know what some of you are thinking 
and lets just stayed focused here boys. The infor-
mation below was taken from the Canadian Wild-
life Federation and accordingly rated ‘family”.

Cougars are secretive animals that tend to avoid 
direct contact with humans. Having said that, 
cougars will sometimes appear in urban areas, so 
it’s important to do what we can to avoid entic-
ing them to our properties. Cougars could view a  
domestic dog or cat as easy prey. The good news is 
there are steps we can take to protect our cherished 
pets from a wandering cougar, including:

• Be sure to supervise pets when they’re outside, 
especially from dusk to dawn when you should be 
most wary of cougar activity. 

• Don’t let a fence give you and your dog a false 
sense of security. Cougars can jump high – about 
5.5 metres.

• Animal-proof under sheds, porches, decks 
and other structures to reduce potential hiding 
places for cougars.

• When walking your dog in cougar territory, 
use a leash that is no more than two metres in 
length.

• It’s best to feed your dog inside. If feeding 
outside is your only option, make sure to clean up 
once your dog is finished eating. Not only will this 
help to prevent attracting cougars, it will also help 
to prevent attracting cougar prey, such as squirrels 
and raccoons.

• Don’t leave your dog outside overnight. If you 
don’t have an alternative option, keep your canine 
in a secure kennel.

• If cougars are in your area, you may want to 

take a break from feeding your feathered friends. 
Bird feeders can attract many animals, includ-
ing animals that may attract a cougar, such as  
squirrels and rodents.

• There are many reasons why we shouldn’t 
feed wildlife: we often provide improper food, 
it can cause animals to lose their natural fear 
of people and it can help spread disease. Here’s  
another reason: it can attract unwanted animals.  
Attracting deer to your property can inadvertently  
attract cougars because deer are a favourite  
cougar prey. 

• Make sure your garbage and compost are 
kept inside or in a secure container outside. It’s 
a good idea to wash them out regularly to reduce 
odours.

• If you have fruit trees, make sure to clean any 
fallen fruit from the ground so you don’t attract 
any potential cougar prey.

• Motion detector security lights may frighten 
away a wandering cougar.

THE MUSE
G A L L E R Y  &  C A F E

A Place for the ARTIST
23 Bridge St West

Bancroft
613 334 5304

St Matthews Baptiste Heritage Church
By Wally McColl

St Matthews Church is located in the centre of the 
Baptiste Village. I have used the term heritage here as 
the church is among the few remaining original village 
buildings. 

The corner stone says 1943 for the church on this site. 
Notably the church was moved from an earlier location 
on the road above the village. 

The historical records list all the local families that 
aided in the move and reconstruction. It is an amazing 
and heart warming story of volunteer contributions by 
friends from every local religious denomination and 
culture, including the indigenous who are the first set-
tlers. The Baptiste family lent their name to the village 
and the lake. 

St Matthews was a beautiful community undertaking. 
In honour of this history I am suggesting that the 

church mission be extended the broader community. 
The United Church celebrates diversity and inclusion. 
To structure St Matthews spiritual celebration as ecu-
menical, appealing to all denominations and cultures, 
would welcome all villagers and cottagers 

This warm sense of meeting as a community will 
have to wait until the Covid Pandemic has passed but 
how welcoming that will be in the future. 

St Matthews has an attached hall, which has been 
used for church meetings, hosting dinners and special 
events. As a community centre, the hall and church 
might be used for many events. A wedding destination, 
musical events, cultural centre, artists centre, health or 
yoga faculty are just a few possibilities. 

A centre for indigenous cultural events would truly 
celebrate the heritage of this beautiful church. 

The thoughts and proposals presented are mine and 
have not been approved by the church. It is my inten-
tion here to seed the ideas within the widespread Bap-
tiste villagers and cottagers. I hope to generate interest 
and feedback for embracing St Matthews as the com-
munity centre and Heritage Church that we all might 
appreciate. 

Although we cannot meet within the church build-
ings, I already have fun suggestions for events on the 
water. How about a musical, a “hymnathon” with the 
musician on a central pontoon boat; or a water sports 
regatta again from boats properly separated.

Fun ideas.

This just isn’t fair. Photo by Anne Coleman
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What is there to do at “The Lake”
In the past our clients visiting Belcast Cottages asked 

us what is there to do at the Lake??  Here are 12 sugges-
tions to enjoy an adventure or activity on Baptiste Lake.

1. Climb the trail at Blueberry Island- The hike to the 
top is approximately 300 feet and is well worth it for 
the spectacular views. If the water is calm, you will see 
the many logs at the bottom of the lake. Like any other 
trail please take all precautions necessary with proper 
hiking equipment.

2. Learn how to fillet a pike- If you can fillet a pike, 
than you’ll have no problems filleting any other fish you 
catch in Baptiste Lake. There is an abundance of pike in 
the lake and they are a tasty fish to enjoy. A proper fillet 
knife is a must.

3. Canoeing and Kayaking- Canoeing and kayaking 
are low impact activities that can improve your aerobic 
fitness, strength and flexibility. It is a fun activity for the 
entire family and also allows you to take a scenic tour of 
the lake. There are several businesses in town that offer 
rentals if needed.

4. Boat tour of the lake- if you take 1 or 100 boat 
tours, you will never ever get tired of the views offered 
around Baptiste Lake.

5. A campfire- There are many different activities that 
can happen around a campfire. From making s’mores 
and cooking meals, listening to the loons or even some 
live guitar tunes. A campfire is a great way to enjoy the 
outdoors. Please always make sure to check the fire ban 
situation and always put out the fire when finished.

6. Star gazing- The Milky Way still wows me when 
observing on a clear night. Did you know that there is 
an estimated 100–400 billion stars in our galaxy alone. 
WOW Eh!!! There are many apps for your phone that 
can help with identifying the stars with its constella-
tions and their distance. Fun fact, Sirius is the brightest 
night star and its distance is 8.6 light years away. One 

light year equals almost 10 trillion kilometers away, an-
other WOW!!

7. Family and Friends visiting- What better way to en-
joy some time at the lake then with family. There is sure 
to be some great dinners and conversations. After din-
ner, we suggest a good old game of cards. Advice from 
Sabe; do not play cards for money, only play for fun.

8. Fishing- A saying we are familiar with is “A bad 
day of fishing is better than a good day at work.” I have 
had a few of those days.

9. Nature walks- Take in some fresh air and feel the 
day-to-day stresses melt away. An enjoyable outdoor 
activity that offers the sights of many different forest 
vegetations and also the relaxing sounds of the many 
different species of birds. 

10. Chilling out- Children playing close by with their 
favorite beach toys, while you’re enjoying an adult bev-
erage with your chair partially submerged in the water.

11. Read or sketch- Draw some of the beautiful views 
or grab a favorite book and relax. An absolute favorite 
to many who visit the lake.

12. Affogato at Belcast Cottages General store- Af-
fogato al Caffe, it means “drowned in coffee.” Choose 
your favorite ice cream and a shot of espresso over the 
top, it’s a must try! 

Let us know what your experiences were so we can 
share with future guests.
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1799 N Baptiste Lake Road
Maynooth, ON
Contact us directly at  
613-332-4550 or visit our  
website www.belcastcottages.ca.  
Check us out on Facebook  
or Instagram 

 Belcast Cottages & General Store is an affordable family friendly destination that is great for reunions  
and yearly getaways. Our General Store is open 7-days a week May till October. We offer Kawartha Dairy products  

including scoop ice-cream. Ice, worms and basic groceries. Book exchange and Cottage décor.

The Board of Directors is very pleased to 
have added Cindy and Sabe Belcastro as new 
Board Members to the BLA. It is only fitting 
to introduce them to you and give a little back-
ground as the new owners of the original Scott 
Cottages on the North Shore.

In 1955 Alex and Frances Scott began the 
construction of 6 cottages, a store and a gas 
pump in Lavalley Bay. Families will always  
remember hauling gas from the pump to the 
boat and then spending time in the store that 
never changed from year to year. They were 
memorable days that will always be embed-
ded in kids’ heads. They took pride in sharing  
pictures of the fish that they caught and were 
honoured when Frances allowed them to be  
displayed under her glass counter. The child 
had bragging rights and challenged their 
friends to catch a bigger fish than the one in 
the “trophy case”. Frances would never accept 
a tip if you said “keep the change”. Nope, she 
went to her little cash drawer and counted out 
every penny, because that was the proper thing 
to do, good Karma I suppose. Then she wrote 
down the money in her book, by pencil.

How things have changed. Cindy and Sabe 
Belcastro purchased Scotts in 2012 and trans-
formed it into a modern day kids’ ice cream 
and candy paradise. They provide supplies to  
satisfy every vacationers shopping list. Com-
puters replace pencilled note pads and new  
refrigeration units replace the wall to wall 
freezers that had been jammed near the old 
front entrance. They saved many of the artifacts 
and decorative wall boards to incorporate into 
their new home. They are blessed to have re-
ceived the original fish photos that were under  
Frances’ counter top as well as the historic 
Scotts’ photo album.

 Like many couples who worked in the big 
city, the call of the north kept ringing. Their 
jobs were stressful, they were in their mid 50’s 
and they got to a point where balancing work, 
love and play was not happening. The name has 
changed to Belcast Cottages and General Store 
but the traditional feel of the rustic cottages 
has not. Each cottage is named by colour and  
specifically staged with appropriate furnish-
ings. This became the next chapter of their lives

Cindy says: I invite you to visit us here 
at the store to share a story, say hello to  
Maple (our store Dog) or just pick up your daily  
groceries, ice, worms and of course Kawartha 
ice-cream. On occasion and like a good neigh-
bour borrowing a cup of sugar we have been 
known to run upstairs for a lime, onion, or  
potatoes and we are happy to do this for our 
customers. Like Mrs. Francis Scott before us 
we love that families are returning with the 
next generation and keep the stories alive. We 
hope to provide a setting that inspires the love 
for Baptiste Lake and all it has to offer.

Love, for us here comes in so many packages, 
love for Family which play such an important 
role in our success, from my mother making 
all the curtains, to our sons coming together 

...continued on page 21

Aerial view of Belcast Cottages.
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Help is close to home.

ice Damage ahhhhh
By Paul Coleman

This year I decided to be lazy and not shovel 
the decks or rake the roofs... a big mistake! Anne 
told me that I was playing too much hockey and 
not concentrating on household chores. So it’s 
like early March, after the massive dump of snow. 
We are having a nice glass of wine, admiring the 
warmth of the fireplace when she says “look over 
there”. Where? “Water coming from the top of 
the wall”. What! Impossible, it’s minus 20! Little 
did I realize that the ice on the roof was 8” thick 
and 3-4 feet deep in the valleys... ahhhhhhh.

 In years gone by I used a hatchet to chop at 

the ice but in the spring I found that I had been 
too aggressive and cut through the tin and the 
shingles. Ooops. So this time I used a hammer, 
in particular the claw. But hours of smashing the 
dam of ice proved too tiring for my aching arms. 
I would rather be shooting pucks. When you are 
proud and desperate ones’ mind becomes very 
creative... The Reciprocating Saw!

Yes, woody woodpecker can destroy a tree,  
I can destroy the fields of ice. It worked. I started 
in the middle making sure not to puncture the 
shingles. It came off in layers. I became adept in 
“slicing/hammering” to the left and to the right. 
Then I smashed the last 2-3” with the claw of the 
hammer to finish the job. Then I cleared the ice 
jam in the eaves and make a phone call to Paul 
Lobe, “I need help! Paul, my arms are falling off, 
I cannot shovel the snow of the roof ”. You run 
marathons and triathlons in the summer and run 

the lakes in the winter”. “Can you help?” Yes, 
he came right over and went into overdrive and 
worked like a machine. He climbed on the roof, 
pushed the bulk of the snow to the eaves and I 
pulled it to the ground with the snow rake. Then 
he cleared off the decks. But wait, I should not 
have been so smug. 3 days later after we hit 9  
degree temperatures, the water was still coming 
into our home! In disbelief and desperation I cut 
open the soffits which were 3 feet UNDER the 
roof.

 I found a block of ice solidly frozen between the 
rafters and slowly melting through the warmth of 
the home. I had no idea that ice can form that 
way and create so much potential damage.

So lesson learned. Play less hockey and use the 
snow rake to clear the roof after every snow fall. 
OR hire the BLA Triathlon Champ, Paul Lobe to 
help out when it counts.

Ice and snow from bedroom balcony.

Solid block of ice build up in the soffit.

By Sabe and Cindy Belcastro
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From Hastings Destination Trails Inc.
Take a Trillium Walk
Welcome back to our seasonal residents.  It’s been a 

hectic time in Hastings County with the ice taking its 
sweet time melting. Apparently as early as last week 
there was still ice clogging up regional rivers and wa-
tersheds. 

It’s great to see the sun out finally. It’s been a very 
long time. Remember that with the nicer weather comes 
more car traffic, and definitely more motorcycle traffic, 
so please take extra care on the highway.  

COVID still brings complexity to coming back and 
visiting. Please remember to follow all public health 
guidelines.

We appreciate that Hastings County is a second home 
for many of our residents, and we look forward to wel-
coming you back when our local resources and health-
care system can support your return. 

To those seasonal residents who have already returned, 
such as snowbirds returning from the south, please act 
responsibly to protect your community by physically 
distancing, practicing proper hygiene, and self-isolating 

as required. When self-isolating, do not leave your res-
idence.

One of the things that can still be enjoyed during 
COVID is our wonderful outdoors.

We would like to let you know about our new  
website hastingstrails.ca, that has useful information 
about non-motorized trails for your enjoyment and safe-
ty year-round. And a new Facebook page, Hastings Ski 
and snowshoe club https://www.facebook.com/hast-
ingsskiclub/

We did a pilot this winter, making groomed cross-coun-
try ski and snowshoe trails available as an additional ser-
vice that both permanent and seasonal residents utilized. 

There was strong community financial support for this 
enhanced service available at McGeachie Conservation 
Area. We will have more details about the possibility of 
this service continuing into future winter seasons. Sea-
sonal residents particularly found this a fun activity as it 
gave an extra dimension to their being here, year-round 
with more things to do.

Get outside and enjoy our trails any season!

First blossoms of spring.
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51 Hastings St. N., 
Bancroft, ON

613-332-6868
www.carenh.org

Our thrift shop 
is proudly run 
by volunteers 

of CARE 
North Hastings

All proceeds stay in our community

5629c Hwy 620, Main St. 
Coe Hill, ON

613-337-5274
www.carenh.org

Our thrift shop 
is proudly run 
by volunteers 

of CARE 
North Hastings

All proceeds stay in our community

5629c Hwy 620, Main St. 

What’s Happening at the  
Hastings Highlands Public Library?

The Hastings Highlands Public Library is fully 
equipped to ensure the safety of all patrons. From 
sneeze shields installed around the circulation desk, 
entrance desk and computers, to daily staff screen-
ing and the use of hand sanitizers, masks, physical 
distancing, and extra cleaning of high-touch surfaces 
we have all the bases covered.

Our hours have been adjusted to ensure proper 
cleaning of the library before and after its use. We 
are open for in-person visits:

Mondays and Fridays       11:00 am – 1:45 pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays  11:00 am – 5:45 pm
Wednesdays                      11:00 am – 3:45 pm

In March (pre-lockdown), we were able to start 
some of our regular in-person programming. The 
Sew‘n sews began meeting on Wednesdays from 
1:00 - 3:30 pm, the Knitting group on Wednesdays 
from 1:00 - 3:00 pm and the Music in the Library 
group on Fridays from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.

New Quarterly Newsletters – Starting in 2021, 
the Hastings Highlands Public Library began pub-
lishing a quarterly newsletter to inform our patrons 
and members of the community about the exciting 
things that are happening at the library.  Our first 
winter issue (January - March 2021) came out in Jan-
uary.  The first spring issue (April – June 2021) will 
be posted on our website during the second week of 
April.  Hard copies will be available at the Maynooth 
Post Office and will be posted at the LCBO and the 
Maynooth General Store.

E-Resources – With in-person visits to the library 
being limited, we promoted various e-resources that 
are available to our patrons from the comfort of their 
homes:

1) A-Z World Travel – This is an online city-by-city 
tourist and culture resource for anyone looking to ex-
pand their geographical knowledge.

2) Britannica Library – This resource contains fact-
checked and objective articles, videos, biographies 
and more on a wide variety of subjects. It includes a 
separate area for children and youth.

3) Gale Onefile – This e-resource connects you to 
trusted content from leading magazines, newspapers 
and journals.

4) Overdrive/Libby – Sign out ebooks and audio-
books on your computer, tablet, KOBO or phone 
with your library card number.

5) Novelist – Find your next great read by using 
Novelist! This great tool will advise you of new books 
to check out.  You can search for books through var-
ious filters such as character-driven or story-driven 
themes.

6) Ancestry/Flickr/Our Digital World – You can 
gain access to genealogy research, historical docu-
ments, and the Hastings Highlands Digital Archives 
through our website, www.hastingshighlandslibrary.
ca/heritage-services. In order to preserve the local 
history of Hastings Highlands and the surrounding 
regions, the HHPL will accept contributions of his-
torically relevant photographs and newspaper clip-
pings.   

7) Kanopy – You can have access through Kanopy 

...continued on page 22
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613-334-0861
www.bktree.ca
b.ktreeservice@hotmail.com

TREE REMOVAL 
Dangerous Tree Removal, Confined Spaces, Difficult Access

TREE PRUNING & MAINTENANCE
Structure Pruning, General Pruning, Crown Reduction, Deadwooding

FIREWOOD SALES  •  WOODCHIPS/MULCH SALES 

BOBBY KEARNS
Qualified Arborist
Licensed and InsuredVEHICLE GRAPHICS  SIGNS  OFFICE SUPPLIES

PRINTING SERVICES  PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
SIGN RENTALS  WINDOW GRAPHICS  APPAREL

EMAGINE  PRINT
EMAGINEPRINT.CA   

94 BRIDGE STREET EAST, BANCROFT  613.332.0799        

EMMA KEARNS Broker of Record
613-332-9080 
emma@bancroftwaterfront.com

RAY KRUPA 
Broker/Co-Owner
613-332-8801 
info@raykrupa.com

We put the “Real” in Real Estate!
Real Estate cannot be lost or stolen, nor can it be carried away. Purchased 
with common sense, paid for in full and managed with reasonable care, 
it is about the safest investment in the world.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

EMMA KEARNSEMMA KEARNS
Make your next Real Estate move with Emma & Ray!

of our Baptiste Lake residents have visited his 
beautiful home while on the studio tour. David 
has been involved with the regional studio tour 
(Bancroft and Area Studio Tour) for several sea-
sons and he has also played a small part in the 
inception of the nascent artist run facility in 
Bancroft (APFTA)

He is currently enjoying the relative seclu-
sion of living off grid but wondering if the line 
‘there ain’t no cure...’ applies as he makes fur-
niture and cabinetry in wood in the woods and 
then dreams of making it more expressive.  His 
finished custom work is in the homes of several 
lake residents.

David Ferguson, in his artist statement says, 
“I think we need to understand better how our 
minds and thinking actually work if we are to 
effectively deal with the immense challenges 
that our species is facing socially and environ-
mentally.” He has a short poem on the lid of a 
modern looking hall bench that reads: gloves, 
hats on or off - the fog of culture stays on- fitting 
close as skin. There is an existential mirror and 
a coat tree of enlightenment and enough other 
pieces to fill the room. Local hardwoods have 
been sourced and skillfully used for the wood-
work in a style sometimes refined rustic and 
sometimes contemporary but this is only the You are alone mirror by David Ferguson.

entry into the work. It’s really about some ideas 
that he has encountered in reading about minds 
and brains! 

When our social reality changes in a few 
months, there is reason to visit David’s exhib-
it and ponder that he vocalized before the virus 
changed our lives.  Tipping points.

DaviD ferguson ...continued from page 24

to over 30,000 films and documentaries. Visit hast-
ingshighlands.kanopy.com and sign in with your li-
brary card. Since our Kanopy subscription started at 
the end of January 2021, we have had 331 visits and 
37 items viewed.

Interlibrary Loan – Our interlibrary loan service 
began again in January. Patrons wishing to obtain a 
book that is not in the HHPL can fill out a request 
form and we will seek to obtain the book from an-
other library in Ontario. Please check out our web-
site for guidelines on how to request items through 
Interlibrary Loan.

Ontario Provincial Parks Passes – The HHPL has 
two Ontario Provincial Park day passes available to 
be signed out by patrons. They can be used at any 
Provincial Park including Algonquin, Silent Lake, 
Lake St. Peter, Bonnechere, Carson Lake, Kawartha 
Highlands, and Petroglyphs. Please call 613-338-

2262 or email hhplcurbside@gmail.com to reserve 
your pass today.

Grab ‘n Go Kits – We have begun creating and grab 
‘n go craft kits for our younger patrons to enjoy. We 
distributed them upon request for Family Literacy 
Day, St. Patrick’s Day and Spring Break. We will 
also be providing them for Mother’s Day and Fa-
ther’s Day. Please contact the library to reserve your 
kit.

HHPL Student Bursary – The Hastings Highlands 
Public Library Student Bursary distributed five 
$300.00 cheques in March to the 2020 applicants 
who completed their first semester of post-secondary 
studies. We want to provide encouragement for the 
youth of Hastings Highlands to pursue post-second-
ary education. Donations made to the Hastings High-
lands Public Library Student Bursary are eligible for 
a tax-deductible receipt.

The Latest Acquisitions – We continue to bring in 
new library materials each month.  Below is a sam-
pling of some of our latest acquisitions:

• The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
• The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles 
• Win by Harlan Coben
• The Rose Code by Kate Quinn
• Eternal by Lisa Scottoline
• Surviving Savannah by Patti Callahan 
• Blink of an Eye by Iris Johansen 
• A Simple Murder by Linda Castillo
• Faithless in Death by J.D. Robb
• Missing and Endangered by J.A. Jance
With the current lockdown in April, staff are still 

available during the same hours as listed above.  
Patrons can call or email the library to arrange for 
curbside pickup, computer use, photocopying, and 
faxing.  Once the lockdown is over, we plan to return 
to our in-person visits and in-person programming, 
with an expansion of programming options.  We look 
forward to continuing to serve the residents of Hast-
ings Highlands in 2021.

...from page 21

Accommodations for Covid.



Watersheds Canada - The Natural Edge
HOW IT WORKS:  
Step 1 - Discover beautiful native plants
Native plants require less maintenance, and are 

loved by butterflies, bees, and other animals. You 
can get started by exploring our plant database and 
saving your favourites that are best suited for your 
shoreline property. Please note that this list may con-
tain some plants that are not sold in your region.

Step 2 - See if we can plant in your region
We are growing, but we’re not everywhere in Can-

ada... yet! Get in touch to see if we can help or con-
nect you with one of our partners in your region. We 
work with local partners to help make your project 
a success. If your organization would like to learn 
more about being a partner, please let us know!

Step 3 - We plan the project together
Get in touch with us to schedule your site visit. We 

will walk your shoreline with you to discuss any con-
cerns you have, as well as make recommendations 
on how you can make improvements. If planting is 
recommended and wanted, we can create a planting 
plan with you on site. With your input we will choose 
appropriate plants based on your land characteristics 
and height preference, and let you place them where 
you like. Because we do everything on site using an 
iPad, you’re with us making key decisions. So long 
as we can find an internet connection, we can go 
through paperwork on the spot, and we can send you 
a link to complete any final pieces. We’re making it 
as easy as possible!

Step 4 - Get Planting
We offer subsidized rates for shoreline property 

owners. Get in touch with us to see what you’re eli-
gible for based on your location. Let us guide you in 
creating a beautiful and healthy shoreline, as well as 
take care of ordering all plants and materials.

Step 5 - Watch your shoreline make a difference.
We know that natural shorelines are the best pro-

tection for your water quality. It stabilizes soil and 
slows down nutrients and other run-off from arti-
ficially aging your freshwater. Plus, most wildlife 
spend a portion of their life in this area... it’s why we 
call it the ribbon of life! When you naturalize your 
shoreline, you’re making a future for our delicate 
waterbodies. After a few years, your shoreline will 
be full of beautiful plants made for your region! It’s 
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the most important thing you can do for your freshwater! 
https://naturaledge.watersheds.ca
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Bancroft Art Gallery Schedule
MAY 5 - 29, Underneath: Juried Theme Show. Open-

ing Reception, if acceptable to COVID regulations: 
Friday, May 7 at 7:30 p.m.

Sponsor: Camp Ponacka
 
JUNE 2 - 26, Melinda Shank-Miles - Fragile: paint-

ings. Opening Reception, if acceptable to COVID  
regulations: Friday, June 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Co-Sponsor: Wilson Timber Mart and TBA
 
JUNE 30 - JULY 31, Ketha Newman – PAiNtDEM-

IC!: paintings. Opening Reception, if acceptable to 
COVID regulations: Friday, July 2 at 7:30 p.m.

Sponsor: Parkview Dental
 
AUGUST 4 - 28, Connie van Rijn – In the Shadows: 

paintings. Opening Reception, if acceptable to COVID 
regulations: Friday, August 6 at 7:30 p.m.

Co-Sponsors: Susan Latremoille and TBA
 
SEPTEMBER 1 - 25, Ken Balmer - Balance  paint-

ings. Opening Reception, if acceptable to COVID regula-
tions: Friday, September 3 at 7:30 p.m.

Sponsor: Bancroft Eye Care
 
SEPTEMBER 29 – OCTOBER 30: Andrew Ooi 

– Without Interrupting the System: paper assemblages. 
Opening Reception, if acceptable to COVID regulations: 
Friday, October 1 at 7:30 p.m.

Sponsor: REVA Realty
 
NOVEMBER 3 - 27, Chas Burke - Title to be an-

nounced: painting. Opening Reception, if acceptable to 
COVID regulations: Friday, November 5 at 7:30 p.m.

Sponsor: Pat Cooke in Memory of Paul D. Cooke

 DECEMBER 1 - 24, 2020, 39th Invitational  
Juried Exhibition. Opening Reception, if acceptable to 
COVID regulations: Friday, December 3 at 7:30 p.m.

Sponsor: Boyer Chevrolet Buick GMC Bancroft

Watercolour 2020 - Anne Coleman
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Are you a current Propane Customer 
with the Baptiste Lake Association?

Why not give Joanne a call to get yourself added to the  
Baptiste Lake Association Buyers’ Group now and start  

saving on your propane refill costs?  
Superior’s SMART Tank Monitoing System lets you know  
what your propane level is each week and FOCA members  

are eligible for their first year tank rental free! 
(Minimum Annual Usage 500 Liters)

joanne_barr@superiorpropane.com 
 www.superiorpropane.com

Image painted by John Coleman.

The Covid-19 virus has prompted us to rethink 
how we manage our households differently from 
what we are normally accustomed to. First we take 
care of our own situation; kids, parents, food, wa-
ter, fuel and information through phones, satellite 
and the internet. Once we isolate ourselves from 
others we then find ourselves doing things that we 
have put off for years. Like going through old pho-
tos, tapes, CD’s etc. We fix things that should have 
been fixed a long time ago. We read more. Then 
we think of faraway friends and relatives. We actu-
ally call them! Some call us! We connect because 
we care but have been “too busy” to reach out. 

Folks on our road started a small “help your 
neighbor program”. It soon doubled and dou-
bled and doubled. A small group offered to assist 
anyone in picking up food and supplies. Soon the 
numbers ballooned to over 12 families. The pur-
pose: to offer help picking up groceries or sup-
plies and to minimize the number of trips to town 
and the number of people possibly being exposed 
to the virus. No questions asked, just if you need 
help we are here for you. Through this group we 
learned that our good friends at Foodland offered 
to accept phone orders for groceries, pay over the 
phone and have the groceries placed in the trunk 

of your car. Thank you Joe and Carol Favot to you 
and your team for caring for us during these awk-
ward times.

Next came the BLA team of sewists who 
demonstrated their skills in making masks and 
isolation gowns for our front line workers. Thank 
you Kathy Schachtman, Kate Irwin, Gabby Coe, 
Penny Anderson, Terry Woodward, Ann Ramsay, 
Lois Ward and a multitude of others that I am not 
aware of at this time. Thank you Brian Alexander 
for your very kind donation of medical gloves for 
the VON.

We are very impressed with the number of folks 
who volunteer their time on boards and commit-
tees and actually do things by delivering Meals on 
Wheels, driving people to doctor appointments in 
or out of town and helping to run sports programs 
for the youth of our community. Of interest, the 

...continued on page 28

Some samples of masks by the Baptiste Ladies team.
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ATV Etiquette
Trails are a wonderful way to spend an enjoyable day, 

relaxing and taking in the sights. You will see some 
spectacular scenery and natural areas as you travel the 
trails. We ask that you observe these few rules of the 
trail etiquette so that everyone’s outing will be fun and 
you will help preserve trails for future generations.

1. Please stay on the main trails! Some areas have 
rare sensitive plants and small animals that can be easi-
ly damaged or destroyed. Don’t make new trails or use 
unmarked (unsigned) trails.

2. Some areas may require user fees. Please prepare 
to pay a fee.

3. Respect neighbouring landowners by staying off 
private trails and property. Avoid excessive noise.

4. Leave the trail as you found it; whatever you pack 
in, pack out.

5. Leave the wildflowers and wildlife for others to 
enjoy.

6. Keep dogs on a leash at all times while on the trail.
7. ALL USERS to slow to a walking speed when 

meeting up with other USERS and be prepared to stop.
8. Respect and be courteous to other users who are 

also using shared use trails. Always yield right of way 
to other trail users who are approaching or passing. Be 
certain to communicate in advance with riders of Hors-
es, Dog Teams and those walking pets.

9. Use bridges for water crossings.
10. Please slow down when your vision of the trail is 

restricted.
11. Avoid sudden stops and starts and quick direction-

al changes with acceleration.
12. When snow grooming is occurring we ask that 

off road vehicles (i.e. ATVs) stay off the snow groomed 
trails as a courtesy, so both recreational activities are 
able to co-exist.

ATV Etiquette https://cottagelife.com/outdoors/
atv-trail-etiquette/

Use designated trails
Rules and laws around riding ATVs vary from region 

to region, so before you get out on the trails, check 
where and when you’re allowed to ride. There are lots 
of trails designated for ATV use, many of which are 
free to use, and others that charge admission. There are 
also privately owned trails that you can use if you get  
permission from the land owner. 

Be aware of your surroundings
Even on a designated trail, you may find yourself in 

areas that are shared with others. Be aware of who else 
is in the area and how your presence may affect them. 
For example, some trails might go by campgrounds or 
trails for hikers, so you might want to shift down a gear 
or two to cut down on noise and dust. Everyone de-
serves an opportunity to appreciate the great outdoors, 
and you should always respect others who are enjoying 
nature.

Respect wildlife
Backroad trails may be your playground, but for 

some animals, they’re home. So leave the areas you 
ride through intact. Don’t ride in a way that damages 
plants or animal habitats, and don’t feed or interfere 
with any wild animals you may come across. Being out 
in wild spaces means you might have some amazing 
animal sightings — just be sure to treat wild animals 
as you would when you’re on foot, giving them a wide 
berth and plenty of respect.

Offer the right of way
With great power comes great responsibility. If you 

cross paths with non-motorized outdoor enthusiasts 
like hikers, cyclists, and horseback riders, try to safe-

...continued on page 26
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photographer at work on baptiste
By Susan Latremoille

Baptiste Lake is fortunate to have many  
artists living and working on its shores. You 
may have visited some of them on the Bancroft 
Studio Tour last fall.

One of these artists is photographer Simon 
Dann who began his photography career devel-
oping film in a dark room when he was 10 years 
old and has been a passionate photographer ever 
since.

While his focus is mainly on doing “street 
photography” - catching fleeting moments of 
interaction between people and expressions of 
human emotion, he will also aim at landscapes 
and patterns. Though his preferred medium is 
black and white photography, he finds some 
landscapes are better seen in colour.

Simon’s extensive travel has allowed him 
to take photos in such places as Hong Kong,  
China, the Caucuses, Europe, Belize, Fiji and 

Australia and right here on our own lake. 
Simon had his first solo show in the spring  

of 2018 at Gallery 814 in Toronto and is  
exhibiting new work in two Toronto locations  
as part of the 2020 Contact Photography  
Festival in May 2020.

The first group will be shown at the 2nd floor 
gallery of Rapp Optical on College Street, and 
the second collection will be part of a group 
showing at the Image Foundry on Dupont Street 
in Toronto’s Junction District.

Simon posts regularly on Instagram with a 
following from around the world. Check out a 
few of his works in this newsletter, and on his 
website at www.simondann.ca or on Instagram  
at simondann18. You will find his work  
intriguing, unusual and perceptive as shown  
below.

Photos by Simon Dann
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by george tsagrinos

maple leaf snow skimmers club inc. trail

the hill, and planting on a steep embankment.  
Do you think maybe next year you could find 
something easier. I’m kidding of course. The 
challenge is what made it so much fun.

I am so grateful to you and the Baptiste Lake 
Association for all of the support you have giv-
en to the Bancroft Area Stewardship Council. 
This is just another example of what can happen 
when organizations work together.”

A job well done. Thanks to the initiative of 
the BASC in the promotion/sales of shoreline 
shrubs and this demonstration, our BLA mem-
bers will be encouraged to plant their own shore-
line trees and shrubs for erosion prevention and 
nutrient uptake. Ian Hendry (left), Steve Wilkins (center) and Fred Werner 

(right) completing the cold May shrub planting project.

shoreline contest...continued from page 30

Many of the volunteers for the club 
reside on Baptiste and are to be con-
gratulated for their tremendous efforts 
in repairing and maintaining the trails 
this past season. Although the season 
had a late start due to 2 unexpected 
ice storms, the Team led by President 
Dana Ogden, began to build up a good 
trail base.

There is a new Board of Directors, 
the Facebook Page is full of informa-
tion and accomplishments, and there 
was at least 4 times the amount of traf-
fic on the trails this year.

Here is a photo of one of the 7 major 
bridges that were re decked this year. Team of Snow Skimmers.

ly pull over on the side of the trail and let them pass. 
Horses in particular, can get spooked by motorized 
vehicles, so do everything you can to help keep them 
calm. And when you come face-to-face with another 
ATV rider, slow down to safely pass one another re-
spectfully, using hand signals to clearly communicate 
your intentions.

Don’t leave any trash behind
Does this even need to be said? Just in case it does: 

bring a bag with you (or attach a fender bag to your 
ATV) to bring your garbage and recyclables back home 
when you’re done riding. And to show the trail a little 
extra respect, you could even take a moment to pick up 
any stray garbage you come across. No one wants to 
spend time in woods that are littered with bottles and 

Deer crossing. Photo by Paul Coleman

wrappers.
Keep the trail in good condition
Your ATV’s four-wheel drive makes it great for tack-

ling rough terrain, but in certain circumstances, it can 
also create rough terrain. In particular, ATVs can dam-
age wet paths, making them less fun and tougher to nav-
igate for other vehicles, so if you’re on a shared path, 
avoid spinning your wheels or roaring over wet ground. 
It takes a vast amount of effort to maintain trails and 
trail systems for everyone to enjoy, so riding sensibly 
will help keep them in good condition for future rides.

No gratuitous engine-revving
Yes, your ATV is powerful, and you want to show the 

world. But trust us, no one likes the person who creates 
a needless racket in the woods when others are nearby. 
What is the best way to wield power? Humbly.

...from page 25
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Amazing Products to Use as Natural Mosquito Re-
pellent

Posted on October 2, 2018 by Nikki Fotheringham
There’s nothing quite as relaxing as sitting at a camp-

fire under the stars, surrounded by the beauty of nature. 
That is until nature attacks, and you find yourself being 
eaten alive by mosquitoes. 

Rather than spraying chemicals into the air and your 
lungs, there are various DIY approaches you can take 
to keeping mosquitoes and other pests at bay. Here are 
some of the amazing products you’ll want to take with 
you on your next camping trip.

Essential Oils
There are plenty of essential oils you can use to de-

ter mosquitoes while experiencing the great outdoors. 
Rather than putting your DIY skills to the test, using a 
blend of essential oils mixed with a carrier oil creates a 
simple, ready-to-use bug repellent that won’t harm the 
environment. 

Some of the most common essential oils used for this 
purpose are citronella (naturally), lemongrass, tea tree 
oil, and mint. To offset the strong smells, you can use 
petunia as well. As petunia plants are a natural deterrent 
to mosquitoes, the essential oil of this plant creates an 
effective, fragrant repellent.

When using essential oils, be sure to apply them with 
a carrier oil such as coconut oil or grapeseed oil. This 
is especially important when applying the oils to chil-
dren, as their skin is often more sensitive and prone to 
reactions. Keep your mixture stored away from pets, as 
some essential oils are toxic to our furry friends. 

If you don’t feel comfortable applying the repellent to 
your skin, consider putting it into a diffuser meant for 
large spaces. It will have the same impact as a citronella 
candle.

Smoldering Egg Cartons 
Forget about packing expensive citronella candles 

to take camping. Instead, you can use old egg cartons 
and coffee trays to create an effective deterrent without 
smoking out the area. Not only does this method keep 
mosquitoes away, but it also repels black flies, hornets, 
and wasps! 

Carefully light the corner of an egg carton or coffee 
tray on fire, then blow out the flame. Set the carton on a 
plate or in a metal bucket near where you’re sitting. The 

More natural repellants
carton will burn slowly and flamelessly, emitting a light 
smoke that won’t be bothersome or overwhelming. As 
it’s not an open flame, this method is less risky than 
candles, especially during the dry season.

Lemon Halves with Cloves
For a mosquito repellent with a pleasing scent, use 

lemons and cloves to create your own repellent. Simply 
halve a few lemons, leaving the juice inside, and insert 
fresh cloves into the lemon flesh. Set them around your 
common area and watch mosquitoes disappear. What-
ever it is about this combination of scents, the pests 
don’t like it and will work to avoid it.

For even better results, set the lemons at the edge of 
your campfire or near candles, as the heat seemingly 
boosts the impact of this DIY method.

Bring Mosquito Repelling Plants
If you have a garden at home, plant flora that has natu-

ral pest deterring properties. Lemongrass, mint, catnip, 
and petunia– the same plants that have effective essen-
tial oils– all keep pests at bay. Before you go camping, 
make a cutting of some of your plants, wrap them in 
twine, and bring them to hang around your campsite. 
As the plants dry, the fragrance will keep pests at bay.

By Nikki Fotheringham

Get your sign
Below is an image of a sign made up by the  

BLA printed on 3 feet by 4 feet corrugated plastic.  
There are 20 signs available for interested  

cottagers to post at their shorelines. If you wish  
to have one of these signs, please contact  

MyBaptisteLake@gmail.com.
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705-656-4402     APSLEY    ONTARIO
“A family name you can trust, for over 30 years!”

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
YEAR ROUND AND

UNTIL 9 PM ON FRIDAYS

Membership fees collected are used to cover expenses necessary to support our goals. We offer family memberships on a one year

or three year term. Cost for one year is $25 / three years $60.00. Please note that memberships expire on our fiscal year end, March

31st. is quePlease tear out th form and send it in with a che made out to "Baptiste Lake Association", Box 877, Bancroft, ON K0L 1C0

or submit your online payment via PayPal - please see the link on our website: www.baptistelake.org for details.

Name ________________________ _(s) ____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _________________ _____________ City, Province/State     _____________________________

Postal Code/Zip______________________________   P ________________________hone __________ ________

911 Lake Address ____________________________    Lake __________Phone _____________________ _______

e-mail address _______________ __________________ Waterfront? Yes / No          Water Access Only?  Yes / No

___ please check here if you have any objection to the Baptiste Lake Association including your name in our Newsletters and/or on our Website

BLA - PayPal Now Available!Membership
Membership fees collected are used to cover expenses necessary to support our goals. We offer family memberships on a one year or three year 
term. Cost for one year is $25 and three years is $60. Please note that memberships expire on our fiscal year end, Marsh 31st. Please tear out 
this form and send it in with a cheque made out to “Baptiste Lake Association”, Box 877, Bancroft, ON K0L 1C0 or submit your online payment 
via PayPal.  Please see the link on our website: www.baptistelake.org for details, or send an etransfer to info@baptistelake.org, be sure to include 
info requested below

Photo by Rob ZwickerA new March Break experience, tapping for maple syrup.
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Name(s)______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address___________________________________ City, Province/State_____________________________

Postal Code/Zip____________________________________Phone_ ______________________________________

911 Lake Address_ _______________________________________Lake Phone_____________________________

Email Address__________________________________________________ _      YES Please send me email updates.

Waterfront?  Yes / No                      Water Access Only?  Yes / No

        please check here if you have any objection to the Baptiste Lake Association  
        including your name in our Newsletters and/or on our website.

Please check the label on your newsletter envelope for your current membership status and expiry date.  
We offer memberships for one or three year terms. Cost for one year $25, three years $60. Please note that all 
membership expiry dates are March 31, our fiscal year end. We offer 3 methods of payment:
• CHEQUE - Please complete this form and send it along with a cheque payable to “Baptiste Lake Association”,  
PO Box 877, Bancroft, ON  K0L 1C0.
• ETRANSFER - Send payment to MyBaptisteLake@gmail.com.  Please include necessary information to ensure 
we have your correct mailing, lake, and email addresses.
• PAYPAL - Use the link on our membership page on our website www.baptistelake.org.

Baptiste Lake Association
MEMBERSHIPS

BAPTISTE LAKE ASSOCIATION
BOX 877, BANCROFT, ONTARIO  K0L 1C0

w w w . b a p t i s t e l a k e . o r g   •   i n f o @ b a p t i s t e l a k e . o r g


